
MINUTES 
STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNITY AND JUNIOR COLLEGES 

March 17, 2006 

The regular meeting of the State Board for Community and Junior Colleges was held on Friday, 
March 17, 2006, at 9:00 a.m., in Room 507 of the Education and Research Center in Jackson, 
Mississippi. 

Members present: Mrs. Patricia (Pat) Dickens, Mr. Napoleon Moore, Mr. Jimmy Murphy, Dr. 
Dorothy Nelson, Mr. George Walker, Mr. Lawrence Warren and Mrs. Brenda Yonge. 

Members not present: Major General Denver Brackeen, Mr. Chip Crane and Ms. Veldore 
Young. 

Staff in attendance: Dr. Wayne Stonecypher, Ms. Debbie Borgman, Dr. Randall Bradberry, 
Mr. Duane Hamill, Mr. Ray Smith, Mr. Jim Southward and Mrs. Denise Walley. 

Guests in attendance: Dr. Vivian Presley — Coahoma Community College; Mr. Chuck Rubisoff 
— Attorney General's Office; Dr. Bill Smith — Institutions of Higher Learning (IHL); Ms. Bobbie 
Gilkey — Mississippi Department of Education; Mr. Martin Mangold — EdNet; Dr. Tommy Davis 
and Mr. Mike McGrevey — Montgomery Institute; Ms. Louanne Langston — USA Funds; and Ms. 
Wendy Hutchins — Sallie Mae. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mr. George Walker called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. 

PRELIMINARIES 

Mrs. Pat Dickens gave the invocation. 

Approval of the Minutes of the February 16-17, 2006, Meetings 

Upon a motion by Mr. Lawrence Warren and a second by Mr. Jimmy Murphy, the Board voted 
unanimously to approve the minutes of the February 16-17, 2006, meetings. 

Review and Approval of Agenda 

Upon a motion by Mr. Lawrence Warren and a second by Dr. Dorothy Nelson, the Board voted 
unanimously to approve the agenda as presented. 

REPORTS/ACTION 

Executive Director's Report 

Dr. Stonecypher reported that General Denver Brackeen is no longer in the hospital, but 
recovering at home and asked that the Board continue to keep him in their thoughts and 
prayers. In addition, Mr. Robert Smith, who retired from Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College and assisted the MACJC with legislative matters, has recently suffered a stroke and has 
other health concerns. 
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Dr. Stonecypher stated that legislation filed to clarify legislative intent regarding funds received 
through unemployment compensation (SB 2469) is still being pursued. 

A copy of the Board Retreat Questionnaire was provided to solicit the Board's thoughts for the 
upcoming retreat. Due to the fact that a growing number of Board Members are going to be 
unable to attend the retreat if held in April, Dr. Stonecypher proposed moving the meeting to 
May 18-20, 2006. 

A copy of a recent article published on Encarta, entitled Today's Associate Degree: It's Not Your 
Father's Degree, was provided and is shown as "Exhibit D". Another article, Innovative Program 
Lets High School Kids In College was published in the Commercial Dispatch, and is shown as 
"Exhibit E". 

Plans have already begun to draft a bill for the 2007 Legislative Session to pursue mid-level 
funding for the community colleges. Currently, each year funding for the K-12 system is 
approximately $4,000 per student; $5,300 per student for the university students; while the 
community college system is funded approximately $2,700 per student. The community college 
system has grown approximately 25% in enrollment over the last five (5) years, while suffering a 
20% cut in funding from the legislature. 

Representatives from the Mississippi Department of Corrections (MDOC) have continued to 
meet with Dr. Stonecypher and certain staff regarding career/technical programs that are 
offered at the correctional facilities at Parchman, Central Mississippi (Rankin County) and Green 
County. The programs are noncredit, but teach skills that are often needed and helpful to 
inmates once they are released. MDOC feels that it would be in their best interest to move this 
type of training, which is currently under the direction of Mississippi Department of Education, to 
the SBCJC, since these are postsecondary adult training type classes. Dr. Stonecypher has 
advised MDOC to prepare a proposal that will be reviewed and considered. It will be brought to 
the Board for approval at the appropriate time. 

In closing, Dr. Stonecypher stated that the legislative session will be ending during the same 
timeframe as the Creating Futures through Technology Conference (CFTTC) and the Quality 
Awards Ceremony; therefore, he will be unable to attend these two (2) events. 

MACJC Report 

Dr. Vivian Presley stated that the Association met on February 28, 2006. During the meeting, a 
summons from the Capitol was received regarding Senate Bill 2469 (Workforce). The Bill was 
later passed by the House and the MACJC meeting reconvened at the Capitol. During the 
meeting, Mrs. Colleen Hartfield reported on the findings of Interact Communications, the public 
relations firm that conducted a study for the Association. In the study, focus groups were held 
at key locations, both prior to Hurricane Katrina and afterwards. The general perception of the 
focus groups showed that the community colleges are doing a very good job and are generally 
respected in the communities. The local population felt that it would be a great loss if services 
were limited. The most consistent message in all of the focus groups represented that the 
colleges provide a vital bridge from high school to a four-year setting. Some of the strengths 
that were included are affordability, good staff and faculty, opportunities to succeed, bringing in 
students from other states and serving as a bridge to a four-year degree. 

The Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) Luncheon will be held on March 22, 2006. PTK recognizes the top 
students of the community colleges, with over 1,500 students applying on the national level to 
compete for 20-slots that will become 1 st Team All USA Winners. Dr. Presley proudly 
announced that a student from Coahoma Community College, Ms. Angeline Brown, is a 
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member of the national 1 st team. Ms. Brown will also represent Mississippi as the New Century 
Scholar and will be traveling to Long Beach, California, to be recognized at the American 
Association for Community Colleges. 

Ms. Louanne Langston (USA Funds) and Ms. Wendy Hutchins (Sallie Mae) 

Ms. Louanne Langston gave a recap of the presentation that was given to the Board during the 
work session on the previous evening and explained the role that USA Funds plays as the 
designated guarantor of federal education loans for Mississippi. One initiative USA Funds 
participates in is default prevention and partnering with postsecondary institutions in their debt- 
management initiatives to minimize defaulted loans. USA Funds has many outreach programs, 
as well as the Access to Education Scholarship program, which has awarded 359 new and 
renewed scholarships totaling $534,000 to deserving college-bound students in Mississippi 
during the 2005-06 school year. 

USA Funds has been working closely with IHL and believes that it is time to broaden their scope 
to working closer with the community colleges. Ms. Langston asked for Board support in their 
individual communities to identify groups, such as faith-based institutions, community 
affiliations, etc., that would be willing to create partnerships to help students make college a 
reachable goal. Ms. Langston or a representative from her organization will be making a similar 
presentation to the MACJC later this month. Informational material was provided and is 
included as "Exhibit F". 

Ms. Langston introduced Ms. Wendy Hutchins with Sallie Mae and explained that Sallie Mae is 
the largest provider of student loans in Mississippi and has a contractual relationship with USA 
Funds. Ms. Hutchins provided a packet of information regarding the Sallie Mae Fund, an annual 
report from 2003 and other informational items regarding the organization; see "Exhibit G". 

The Montgomery Institute — Mr. Mike McGrevey 

Mr. McGrevey presented to the Board an update of activities in conjunction with the 
Montgomery Institute. Approximately a year and a half (11/2) ago, the Montgomery Institute was 
named in honor of Sonny Montgomery to continue his work in East Mississippi and West 
Alabama. The Montgomery Institute started working with the colleges regarding the 
Entrepreneurial Alliance, which led to some workforce development opportunities. Due to these 
efforts, the Montgomery Institute has recently received a $15,000,000 grant from the U.S. 
Department of Labor. Due to President Bush's groundbreaking approach for closing skills 
gaps, the Department of Labor has started "WIRED" (Workforce Innovation in Regional 
Economic Development), a project to assist the Economic Transformation of Rural West 
Alabama — East Mississippi Alliance, a partnership which involves thirty-six counties in Alabama 
and Mississippi. Partners include the following: eight community colleges (four in each state); 
State Workforce Investment Boards; Demopolis University Coalition; Mid-South Partnership for 
Rural Community College; public school districts and state systems; state, regional, and local 
economic development entities; U.S. Department of Agriculture — Rural Development; 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians; industry; philanthropic organizations; Alabama Governor's 
Black Belt Action Commission; Commission on the Future of East Mississippi — West Alabama; 
Planning and Development Districts; and county and local governments. The four Mississippi 
community colleges that are involved are East Central, East Mississippi, Jones County and 
Meridian. 

Mr. McGrevey gave a PowerPoint presentation and provided written material for the Board's 
review; see "Exhibit H". 
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*The meeting recessed at 10:20 a.m. and reconvened at 10:30 a.m. 

Workforce Report 

Mr. Walker touched on the SBCJC's opinion regarding funding issues related to training with 
business and industry for the remainder of the fiscal year and the State Workforce Investment 
Board's (SWIB) opposing decision. The next SWIB Executive Board meeting will be held on 
March 28, 2006, and Mr. Walker stated his intentions to attend the meeting. 

Mr. Duane Hamill presented an outline of current workforce activities; see "Exhibit A". Included 
as part of the exhibit, is an outline of the current budget report for projects in the Workforce 
Division. 

The Board was reminded of the Quality Awards Ceremony that will be next week, March 24, 
2006 at the Pearl River Resort, whereby fifteen organizations will be recognized. 

Funding has just been received for the Medical Billing Grant through the Bower Foundation for 
Simulation Software which will further assist with the project training. The Automotive Grant 
given through the Department of Labor to assist Madison County with training workers at Nissan 
and an additional grant that was initiated to assist the remainder of the state for suppliers in 
connection with automotive production has had recent modifications to address adjustments 
that were needed. There are also two grants that have evolved from Hurricane Katrina, the 
Mississippi High Growth Training and Pathways to Construction; both are in the process of 
being finalized. 

Accountability and Technology Report 

The final copy of the Education Broadband Service Long-Term De Facto Lease Agreement 
between the Mississippi EdNet Institute and Clearwire Spectrum Holdings, LLC, that was 
reviewed and discussed during the working session, is attached for the Board review (Exhibit 
B). Reportedly, there have been no substantial changes to the agreement since it was reviewed 
and tentatively approved by the Board at the last meeting. Upon a motion by Mr. Jimmy Murphy 
and a second by Mr. Lawrence Warren, the Board voted unanimously to approve the 
agreement between EdNet and Clearwire Communications. 

There were no additional requests for location of classes. 

Program Report 

Dr. Randall Bradberry reported that Dr. Ross Story, Chair of the Commission on Proprietary 
Schools and College Registration has been in and out of the hospital and will be undergoing 
tests in the near future. The Commission last met on February 16, 2006, at which time it 
approved one (1) renewal application; one (1) new program; 39 new instructors; 13 new agent 
permits and 14 renewal agent permits. The Commission collected $3,925.00 for the month of 
February, bringing the fiscal year total to $20,350.36. There are presently 41 schools 
registered, with 27 of those being in-state and 14 being out-of-state. Dr. Bradberry stated that 
he has not conducted site visits since the last Board meeting, but does plan to schedule some 
following the closing of the legislative session. 

Athletics Report 

Mr. Jim Southward reported that although obstacles occurred due to Hurricane Katrina, the 
colleges managed to continue playing with limited problems. Pearl River Community College 
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won the state championship for the third consecutive season in football. In soccer, Pearl River 
women's team and Hinds men's team came in first. Basketball has two (2) champion teams, 
Northeast Women and Northwest Men that will be going to the national playoffs in Kansas. 
Spring sports (baseball, golf, tennis) have gotten underway and are going according to 
schedule. Dr. Presley has appointed a committee to look at the rules for athletics, which is 
done annually. 

Mr. Southward stated that there are plans to expand the SBCJC website in the Athletics area to 
assist the colleges and students with forms and information that should prove helpful. 

Appointment to the Mississippi Higher Education Assistance Corporation 

As reviewed during the evening work session, Dr. Randall Bradberry related that it was 
necessary for the Board to appoint two (2) representatives to the Mississippi Higher Education 
Assistance Corporation (MHEAC). The term of membership for Dr. Vivian Presley (Coahoma 
Community College) will expire on May 1, 2006 and Dr. Starkey Morgan who has retired 
(Holmes Community College) is no longer eligible to serve. It was Dr. Bradberry's 
recommendation that the Board reappoint Dr. Presley and to appoint Dr. Phil Sutphin (East 
Central Community College) to serve for the upcoming MHEAC term. Both presidents have 
agreed to serve on the Corporation; see "Exhibit C" for additional information. 

Upon a motion by Dr. Dorothy Nelson and a second by Mrs. Pat Dickens, the Board voted  
unanimously to reappoint Dr. Vivian Presley and to appoint Dr. Phil Sutphin to serve on the 
Mississippi Higher Education Assistance Corporation. 

Legislative Report 

Dr. Bradberry presented and reviewed a list of Direct Bills that the SBCJC is currently tracking, 
see "Exhibit I". The confirmation hearing for Mrs. Pat Dickens is expected to be held next week; 
however, an exact date and time has not been confirmed. 

Finance Report 

Ms. Debbie Borgman presented the items on the Finance Agenda as follows: 

Upon a motion by Mr. Lawrence Warren and a second by Dr. Dorothy Nelson, the Board 
unanimously approved the Education Enhancement Fund Disbursements from Fund 
4080 in the amount of $2,563,982 and Fund 4110 in the amount of $50,662 (a total amount 
of $2,614,644) for February 28, 2006, shown as "Finance Attachment 1". 

Ms. Borgman gave an overview of the House and Senate Versions of Senate Bill 3022 
(Administration) and Senate Bill 3023 (CJC Support), shown as "Finance Attachments 
2a — 2d". 

Ms. Borgman reviewed four (4) purchasing requests, which were voted on as separate items, as 
follows: 

Upon a motion by Mr. Lawrence Warren and a second by Mrs. Brenda Yonge, the Board 
unanimously approved payment to Venture Technologies for Cicso SmartNet 
Maintenance in the amount of $25,520. This is an ongoing maintenance agreement for 
equipment that was purchased several years ago. See "Finance Attachment 3a". 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Pat Dickens and a second by Mrs. Brenda Yonge, the Board 
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unanimously approved payment to Plato Learning, a software maintenance renewal 
agreement for the ABE program in the amount of $45,000. See "Finance Attachment 3b". 

Upon a motion by Mr. Napolean Moore and a second by Mrs. Pat Dickens, the Board 
unanimously approved a modification to IHL MARIS Technical Center Contract, which 
allows unlimited licenses of approved GIS/Remote Sensing Software for each of the 
colleges in the amount of $40,000. See "Finance Attachment 3c". 

Upon a motion by Mrs. Brenda Yonge and a second by Mr. Napolean Moore, the Board 
unanimously approved a contract with MSU Research and Curriculum Unit to design a 
course for Workforce (The Professional Development Program), not to exceed $33,400. 
See "Finance Attachment 3d". 

Financial Statements for Funds 2291 and Special Funds as of February 28, 2006 were 
reviewed and are shown as "Finance Attachments 4a & 4b". 

Travel Authorizations 

Mr. Walker asked if there were requests for travel reimbursement for events other than regularly 
scheduled Board meetings. Upon a motion by Mrs. Brenda Yonge and a second by Mrs. Pat 
Dickens, the Board voted unanimously to approve travel authorizations, as follows: 

Mr. Walker will be attending an Executive Meeting of the State Workforce Investment 
Board (SWIB) on March 28, 2006 in Jackson, Mississippi. 

Mr. Murphy requested permission to travel to Jackson to work with legislators for several 
days. This was approved on a motion by Mr. Napolean Moore and a second by Mrs. 
Brenda Yonge. 

Board Retreat Update 

Mr. Walker reminded the Board that they had previously voted to have the retreat in April 2006. 
However, it has been recently brought to his attention that a growing number of members will be 
unable to attend at that time. Therefore, it has been proposed that the Board change the date 
to May 18 — 20, 2006. Upon a motion by Mr. Lawrence Warren and a second by Mr. Jimmy 
Murphy, the Board unanimously voted to have the retreat on May 18 — 20, 2006. 

Dr. Bradberry gave a review of the proposed itinerary regarding meetings and meals. 

Mr. Walker asked the Board to complete the Retreat Questionnaire (yellow form) and return it to 
the Board Office. 

Election of Officers 

Mr. Walker opened the floor for nominations of officers for the July 2006 — June 2007 term. 

Mr. Lawrence Warren made a motion, which was seconded by Dr. Dorothy Nelson, to re-elect 
Mr. George Walker as SBCJC Chairman for the 2006-2007 year. A motion was made and 
seconded to close the nominations. It was unanimously agreed upon that Mr. Walker would 
serve another year as Chairman.  

Mrs. Brenda Yonge made a motion, which was seconded by Mr. Jimmy Murphy, to elect Mr. 
Napolean Moore as SBCJC Vice Chairman for the 2006-2007 year. A motion was made and 

6 



alker, Chairman Dr. W ne Stonecyphe Executive Director 

SBCJC Minutes: March 17, 2006 

seconded to close the nominations. It was unanimously agreed upon that Mr. Moore would 
serve as Vice Chairman.  

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 
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Exhibits and Finance Attachments 

Workforce Activity Report 
	

A 

Agreement between the Mississippi EdNet Institute and Clearwire Spectrum Holdings, LLC 	 

Mississippi Higher Education Assistance Corporation (MHEAC) Appointment Recommendation 	 

Article: Today's Associate Degree: It's Not Your Father's Degree  

Article: Innovative Program Let's High School Kids In College  

USA Funds Packet 	  

Sallie Mae Packet 	  

Montgomery Institute Presentation on WIRE 	  

Review of Direct Bills 	  

Education Enhancement Fund Disbursement 	 Finance Attachment 1 

House and Senate Versions of Senate Bill 3022 (Administration) 	 Finance Attachment 2a & 2b 

House and Senate Versions of Senate Bill 3023 (CJC Support) 	 Finance Attachment 2c & 2d 

Venture Technologies Purchase Approval 	 Finance Attachment 3a 

Plato Software Maintenance Renewal for ABE Program Purchase Approval 	Finance Attachment 3b 

Modification to IHL MARIS Technical Center Contract Purchase Approval 	Finance Attachment 3c 

Contract with MSU Research & Curriculum Unit 	 Finance Attachment 3d 

Financial Statement for Funds 2291 & Special Funds as of February 28' 	 Finance Attachment 4a & 4b 
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