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At MPB we do more than simply air the latest programs and news from our national partners.  We use 
our resources and broadcast methods to create and disseminate programming of particular relevance 
to Mississippians.  our goal is to produce content that leads to a better Mississippi.  

this year we are proud to tell you about the work we have done to make sure Mississippians are 
better connected to one another, have better opportunities for education, are healthier and live in 
a stronger economy.  

MPB is uniquely positioned to connect Mississippians from all corners of the state to one another 
and to information about their state.  

our eight broadcast towers enable us to provide emergency information and valuable educational 
resources to all Mississippians. our robust social media networks serve as a venue for Mississippians 
at home and away to connect with life in Mississippi. 

executive suMMARY
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our statewide network allows us to provide 
valuable educational resources to children and 
adults across Mississippi.  We not only air edu-
cational television and radio programs but also 
back that programming up with old fashioned 
person-to-person contact.  We take the on-air 
educational experience from the television to the 
classroom with hands-on training for teachers and 
supplemental materials for students.  

Mississippi is described as one of the most 
unhealthy states in the nation, but MPB is work-
ing to improve our state’s health outlook.  We use 
our resources to help Mississippians understand 
the severity of the problem and make changes 
that will improve their health.  

We also know that we can use our broadcast 
capabilities to help improve Mississippi’s economy.  

Public broadcasting has long been a leader in 
showcasing the arts and culture, and MPB does 
not shy away from this stereotype. We are proud 
of our programming that highlights the wealth 
of creative talent in Mississippi and encourages 
Mississippians to travel to new parts of the state. 
However, we do not stop with the creative economy 
in producing shows that serve as economic drivers.  
We are committed to using our broadcast methods 
to improve Mississippi’s workforce.  We have 
programs that expose job seekers to the wealth 
of advanced manufacturing careers in Mississippi 
and provide our workforce with tools to help them 
succeed in any career.  

We are proud of what we have accomplished 
over the past year and excited about continuing 
to serve the people of Mississippi in the future.  

Mississippi Public Broadcasting

Our Method is
Media

Our Mission is
a Better MississiPPi
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revision: 8/29/2011

90.3 WMAH
Biloxi

88.9 WMAU
Bude

91.3 WMPN
Jackson

88.1 WMAW
Meridian

89.9 WMAB
Miss.State

90.3 WMAV
Oxford

89.5 WMAE
Booneville

90.9 WMAO
Greenwood

on a daily basis, MPB reaches millions of households 
across Mississippi and in surrounding states.

stAtewide 

FM Radio 
coverage
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As the only statewide television and radio broadcaster in 
Mississippi, MPB plays an important role by providing 
not only educational content but also emergency 
preparedness and response information.  

WMAH-D16
Biloxi

WMAU-D18
Bude

WMPN-D20
Jackson

WMAW-D44
Meridian

WMAB-D10
Miss.State

WMAV-D36
Oxford

WMAE-D12
Booneville

WMAO-D25
Greenwood

revision: 8/29/2011

stAtewide 
digital television

coverage
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Mississippi Authority for educational television
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Dr. eric Clark 
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Peggy Holmes 
Governor Appointee

Dr. Al Rankins 
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Robert J. “Bob” sawyer 
Governor Appointee

Pete smith 
Mississippi Department of Education Appointee
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Our Method is
Media
Our Mission is
a Better 
MississiPPi
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A BetteR connected 
MississiPPi

WELCOME TO THEMISSISSIPPI PUBLIC BROADCASTING

Support
MPB

ProgramsSchedule
Connect

News
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A BetteR connected MississiPPi
When the state of Mississippi established the Mississippi Authority for educational television (now 
MPB) in 1969, it laid the foundation for a network that would keep Mississippians in every corner of 
the state connected.  today, the eight FCC-licensed towers that make up MPB’s statewide network 
enable us to provide educational, entertaining, and emergency broadcast information to every 
citizen in the state.  

…Maintaining our Broadcast Infrastructure
• We strive to be good stewards of the 
investment the state has made in our 
broadcast infrastructure. We regularly 
evaluate the condition of our towers and 
microwave sites and make necessary 
repairs or upgrades.  

• The on-air reliability figures for 
television and radio combined for 
the time period January 1, 2013 – 
June 30, 2013, was 99.68%. these 
results are evaluated at the end of 
each six months. 
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…Enhancing Online Communication
In the spirit of our forward-thinking founders, we do not stop with traditional broadcast media in 
connecting Mississippians with one another.  MPB also uses digital media to reach our audience and 
extend MPB’s reach outside the state, connecting displaced Mississippians to their home state and 
encouraging others to learn about Mississippi. 

• The MPB Radio App continues to help MPB 
reach audiences inside Mississippi and beyond 
the state boarders. the app’s ease of use and 
function-rich features have made it one of the 
most popular public radio apps. the app has 
helped to further expand MPB’s brand and 
solidify our commitment as a multi-media 
content provider. to-date, the app has been 
downloaded over 13,000 times.   
  

• MPB’s robust social media presence 
provides a venue for our listeners and 
viewers to share their thoughts about their 
favorite programs and connect with MPB on 
a more personal level. We currently connect 
with Mississippians through 6 social media 
networks with over 20 pages dedicated to 
our programming and services. these social 
media accounts enable us to reach thousands 
of Mississippians every day.   

…Connecting Students to Teachers
THE MiSSiSSiPPi  inTERACTivE viDEO nETwORk  

serving over 2,000 Mississippi students a year, the Mississippi 
Interactive Video network (MIVn) provides opportunities for 
underserved or underperforming schools and districts to have 
highly-qualified teachers instruct students via distance learning.

MIVn is designed to enhance learning through the utilization of 
technology as a powerful instrument that assists educators in offering 

new opportunities to students regardless of their location. A teacher can instruct students assembled 
in a class hundreds of miles away through state-of-the-art technology.  the MIVn can bring a variety 
of resources and materials directly to schools.  Courses that are not often available in struggling 
school districts, such as mathematics, language arts, foreign language, chemistry, engineering, and 
ACt test preparation, are taught through the MIVn. High school courses, university credit courses, 
staff in-service, enrichment activities, and special events are also available on the network.

MIVn is administered by MPB and represents a partnership between MPB, the Mississippi Department 
of education, state Board for Community and Junior Colleges, and the Board for the state Institutions 
of Higher Learning. 

During FY 2013, MPB provided 74 courses and reached 2527 students. 
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…Disseminating Timely Information
Because of our statewide network, MPB is uniquely positioned to 
provide Mississippians with timely news and public affairs informa-
tion.  We take seriously our responsibility to help Mississippians 
stay informed about events happening in our state and around 
the world. 

• Each day MPB provides 17 hours-worth of news coverage, including 
six newscasts dedicated to Mississippi news.   

• MPB’s daily news and public affairs program, Mississippi Edition, 
features interviews with the state’s newsmakers, local artists, authors 
and musicians. From profiles on the latest headlines to segments 
on Everyday Technology, the Mississippi Edition Book Club, and 
movie reviews from Anita Modak-truan, the program provides fresh 
Mississippi perspectives every day.  In 2013, Mississippi Edition was 
awarded best public affairs program by the Mississippi AP.  

• In January of 2013, MPB premiered a new legislative 
newsmagazine show called @ISSUE. the half-hour 
newsmagazine show highlighted the stories, issues and 
people of the 2013 legislative session. @ISSUE engages 
our viewing and social media audiences through live 
tweeting and viewer questions.  Hosted by Wilson 
stribling, the weekly show airs each thursday evening 
during the legislative session.  

• MPB stands ready to provide Mississippians with the up-to-the-
minute information they need to be prepared during severe weather. 
When Hurricane Isaac threatened our state in August of 2012, our 
agency worked together to provide Mississippians with emergency 
preparedness and response information via radio broadcasts, online 
updates, and television crawls.  



11    Fiscal Year 2013 (July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013)

…Sharing Our Interests and Experiences
the locally-produced radio programs on MPB serve to connect 
Mississippians with one another.

Relatively 
Speaking 
is a safe place to discuss 
interpersonal issues, whether 
regarding the family, romantic 
relationships or community 
involvement. Hosted by Dr. 
susan Buttross, Chief of the 
Division of Child Development 
and Behavioral Pediatrics at 
the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center, and MPB’s 
Kevin Farrell, Relatively 
Speaking gives listeners a 
chance to call in to ask for 
advice, to share personal 
stories and to respond to each 
other.

Money 
Talks 
helps Mississippians sort 
through the complicated 
world of personal finance. 
Chris Burford, financial educa-
tion specialist for Consumer 
Credit Counseling and nancy 
Lottridge-Anderson, Assistant 
Professor of Finance at 
Mississippi College, President 
of new Perspectives, Inc. and 
author of tough talk for tough 
times, join Kevin Farrell in the 
studio to answer questions 
about family budgeting, retire-
ment savings, social security, 
investments, debt management 
and more. 

Southern 
Remedy 
is MPB’s flagship wellness 
show. It consists of a weekly 
radio program hosted by 
Dr. Rick deshazo and Dr. 
Allyn Harris, and periodic 
television programs. the radio 
show invites listeners to call 
in or email with their medical 
questions. the show covers 
a vast range of topics from 
smoking cessation to sore 
throats in toddlers and regu-
larly features medical experts 
talking about specific topics.
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Creature 
Comforts 
brings nature enthusiasts and animal lovers 
together to hear experts discuss the wildlife 
in Mississippi. Each week, Libby Hartfield, 
Director of the Mississippi Museum of natural 
science, brings a specialist into the studio to 
answer questions about Mississippi animals. 
Dr. troy Majure, a veterinarian at the Animal 
Medical Center of Jackson, answers listeners 
pet questions. 

on The Gestalt 
Gardener 
horticulturalist Felder Rushing shares stories, 
answers questions and talks gardening. The 
Gestalt Gardener is a long-time favorite on 
MPB think Radio, due in no small part to 
Felder’s laid-back approach to gardening.
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A BetteR educAted 
MississiPPi
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...Stronger Reading Skills
THE BeTween The LionS PRESCHOOl liTERACY iniTiATivE
Preparing preschoolers for success in school

• Since 2005 MPB has worked with child care centers and partners across Mississippi to introduce 
teachers and children to curriculum based on the award-winning program, Between the Lions 
(BtL).  the Between the Lions Preschool Literacy Initiative employs early word recognition and 
comprehension activities for three- and four-year-old children.  studies by the University of Mississippi 
and the University of Pennsylvania Annenberg school of Communication have shown that students 
taught with the curriculum far outpaced their peers, showing significant gains in letter recognition, 
conventions of reading, and knowledge of phonetics.    

• In FY 2013, MPB partnered with community 
organizations across Mississippi to ensure that 
even more preschool children could receive the 
benefit of this instruction. 
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Between the Lions Preschool Literacy – Rotary Initiative 
MPB continued its successful partnership with Rotary International 
Districts 6820 (Central Mississippi) and 6840 (south Mississippi).  the 
partnership, which began in 2009, has helped MPB extend the reach 
of the Between the Lions Literacy Initiative to 50 child care centers and 
over 650 children in Mississippi.  Rotarians in these districts provide 
funding, resources and hands-on assistance to the participating child 
care centers. 

this year the following Rotary Clubs have adopted child care centers in their areas:

•   Canton 

• Columbus 

• Eupora

• Forest

• Greenville

• Greenwood

• Jackson

• Kosciusko

• Lexington

• Lousiville

• North Jackson/  
      West Jackson

• South Rankin

• Starkville

• Vicksburg

• Winona

• Yazoo City

Between the Lions Preschool Literacy – James 
and Madeleine McMullan Family Foundation 
Using the model of the BtL Preschool Literacy Rotary Initiative, the James 
and Madeleine McMullan Family Foundation adopted two child care 
centers in the Jackson area.  MPB and the McMullan Foundation provided BtL Preschool Literacy 
materials, mentorship and training to care givers and children at Gandy Child Development Center 

and Visions Academy. 

MPB CElEBRATES DR. SEuSS’ BiRTHDAY 
AnD READ ACROSS AMERiCA
During the month of March, MPB’s education staff toured schools across 
the state in celebration of Dr. seuss’ Birthday.  the school visits include a 
screening of a Cat in the Hat Knows a lot About That episode, storytelling, 
singing and dancing “the Cat Boogie” led by the Cat in the Hat himself.  
the kickoff event was held in the MPB Auditorium on March 5, 2013, 
where staff entertained approximately 200 preschoolers.  over the course 
of the month, MPB reached approximately 1,750 students.

EmErgEncy PrEParEdnEss & rEsPonsE
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…More Interest in STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) 

Sid the Science Kid – The Movie Red CaRpeT evenT 

As part of a Sid the Science Kid – The Movie promotional mini-grant awarded by the Jim Henson 
Company, MPB presented “Party with the stars,” a sid the Science Kid - The Movie premiere event 
at the Russell C. Davis Planetarium in Jackson on March 16, 2013. MPB rolled out the red carpet 
for guests for a fun-filled day of hands-on science experiments. Children and parents had the 
opportunity to take pictures with sid the science Kid on the red carpet. Prior to the movie screening, 
children and parents participated in discovery science activities where they participated in a “What 
Goes Up Must Come Down: Gravity Experiment” and made glowing water, crazy putty, balloon 
“speakers”, and invisible ink. 

…More High School Graduates 
 

Can i KiCK iT?
MPB is working to end the dropout crisis in our state.  through 
Can I Kick It?, MPB aims to inspire students to use their talents 
to have a positive impact on their peers.

Can i KiCK iT? is an original MPB production aimed at 
inspiring at-risk students to stay in school. Its laid-back, 
hip-hop style is mixed with a fresh, edgy feel as prominent 
Mississippians tell their own stories of success, struggle, 
barriers, and triumph. each testimonial seeks to raise the 
self-esteem of young men and women and encourage them 
to pursue their dreams.
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Can i KiCK iT? CREwS
MPB engages high school students through Can I Kick It? 
Crews, teams of students who are dedicated to ending 
Mississippi’s dropout crisis. By reaching out to fellow students 
and their communities, the Crews work to raise awareness 
and spread the message of staying in school.  the Crews allow 
students to be involved, to have a voice and create a youth 
media campaign to share their personal experiences and ideas 
for solutions.  As part of the Crews, students are trained by 
professionals in film production. 

The students have produced 17 short films and documentaries since the Crews’ formation in 
2012. In the spring of 2013, four of the films were accepted into the American Graduate Student 
Film Festival, a national competition for students dedicated to ending the dropout crisis. of these 
films, two placed in the top three of the competition. the students were recognized for their 
accomplishments at the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) in Washington, D.C. on 
Fri., May 31, 2013.

YOuTH MOvEMEnT THROugH MEDiA SuMMER inSTiTuTE 
on July 9, 2012, MPB launched the Youth Movement through Media summer Institute, a four-week 
summer camp that encourages high school students to stay in school. Based on Can I Kick It?, 
the institute trained 50 students in television and film production, digital literacy, and leadership 
development. Led by MPB producers and staff, students produced several mini-documentaries using 
interviews they conducted with leaders of the Jackson community. 

the institute enabled students to learn about the importance of staying in school and be a part of 
the movement to end the dropout crisis in Mississippi. 

YMtM 2012 was made possible through a collaboration be-
tween MPB, the United Way of the Capital Area, America’s 
Promise Alliance, tougaloo College owens Health and 
Wellness Center, the Young People’s Project, Children’s 
Defense Fund Southern Regional Office, Southern Poverty 
Law Center, and the Mississippi state Conference nAACP. 
this program is produced by MPB for the national Black 
Programming Consortium (nBPC) with major funding 

provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

A Better educAted Mississippi



STOP THE DROP: A DROPOuT PREvEnTiOn SuMMiT 
MPB hosted the second annual stop the Drop: A Dropout 
Prevention summit on november 13, 2012. the event 
brought together approximately 150 educators, legislators, 
community leaders, and students from across Mississippi 
to discuss solutions to the problem. the keynote address 
was given by Dr. Martha Liddell, who is leading the 
charge in curbing the dropout crisis in Columbus, Miss. 

stop the Drop: A Dropout Prevention summit was 
made possible through a partnership between MPB and 

the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) as part of the American Graduate: Let’s Make It 
Happen initiative, funded by CPB.

180 DAYS:  A YEAR inSiDE An 
AMERiCAn HigH SCHOOl 
MPB hosted a screening of the national Black Programming 
Consortium- produced documentary entitled 180 Days: A Year 
Inside an American High School.  this documentary followed 
the day-to-day stories of students, parents and educators at the 
Washington Metropolitan High school (DC Met). 180 Days told 
the story of a public school that attempts to make a difference 
in the lives of students each and every day. A group discussion 

followed the screening. the documentary aired on MPB tV March 25 at 8 p.m.

…Better Prepared Teachers

e-lEARning FOR EDuCATORS
this year, MPB’s e-Learning for educators enrolled over 
two thousand teachers for online professional development. 
e-Learning for educators provides online professional develop-
ment for teachers across Mississippi. these workshops seek to 
improve teachers’ content knowledge, teaching methods and delivery of instruction. e-Learning 
continuously updates the content in our workshops to increase the rigor and to meet or exceed 
our state standards.  

 Mississippi Public Broadcasting    18
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FY’ 2013 CuRREnT STATiSTiCS
• Total revenue generated:  $104,923.94
• Number of e-Learning Courses offered:  137
• Number of e-Learning Participants:  2059

e-Learning for educators has hired expert teachers and 
administrators to audit all the MPB online curriculum for 
verification of state standard since recent updates to the Mississippi Department of Education’s 
curriculum framework. this includes the new implementation of the common core curriculum 
that is already being implemented in Algebra and English/Language Arts K-2 and 3-5 grade 
levels.  there are 51 developed workshops that target an array of pertinent issues within 
Mississippi schools both private and public. With the curriculum changes in the state frame-
work, e-Learning has hired key instructional leaders to produce effective online facilitation. All 
facilitation of online workshops undergoes critical monitoring and evaluation.  

EARlY CHilDHOOD RESOuRCE AnD TRAining lAB 
AT THE JSu- MiSSiSSiPPi lEARning inSTiTuTE

In the fall of 2012, MPB partnered with Jackson 
state University’s Mississippi Learning Institute 
(MLI) to create an early childhood teaching labora-
tory that will provide professional development 
and technical assistance to Mississippi educators, 
college students and child care providers.

MPB staff members worked from september 
24 – october 2, 2012 to transform the Mississippi 
Learning Institute into an interactive resource lab 
based on the Between the Lions (BtL) Preschool 
Literacy Initiative. studies have shown that pre-

school children who are exposed to concepts of print, letter knowledge, phonological and phone-
mic awareness far outpace their peers overall literacy knowledge. the Mississippi Learning Institute 
early Childhood Resource and training Center provides educators with tools and techniques for 
implementing curriculum concepts in the classroom.

The Early Childhood Resource and Training Center is made possible by a $10,000 grant from the 
James and Madeleine McMullan Family Foundation as well as support from the W. K. Kellogg 
Foundation, which funded MLI’s Parents as First teachers Program.  
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DiSCOvER SCiEnCE wiTH 
Sid The SCienCe Kid PROFESSiOnAl 
DEvElOPMEnT wORkSHOP
MPB presented a professional development workshop on 
February 9, 2013, providing science lessons from the PBs chil-
dren’s series sid the science Kid. the workshop was presented 
to preschool educators from the Jackson metropolitan area. 
Participants received educational resources and were engaged 
in hands-on activities that focused on transforming science 
centers in the classroom and involving children in science 
discovery beyond the classroom walls.  

...Celebrating Student Achievement
At MPB, we understand that recognizing students for their good work helps improve their self 
esteem and inspire them to succeed.  In FY 2013, we produced the following television programs 
celebrating student achievement in academics and sports. 

MiSSiSSippi SpeLLinG Bee  
Part of the scripps national spelling Bee Competition, this 
state-wide competition aired live on MPB on March 19, 
2013. the winner went on to compete in the national bee in 
Washington, D.C.  
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poeTRy ouT Loud   
A Presentation of the Mississippi Arts Commission, this statewide recitation contest airs annually on 
MPB. Poetry out Loud is a free program created by the national endowment for the Arts and the 
Poetry Foundation for students in grades 9 through 12. through the Poetry out Loud curriculum, 
teachers guide students to a deeper, richer understanding of the power of language and literature 
by helping them develop a personal relationship 
with great poems. the 2013 state competition 
aired March 9, 2013 on MPB tV. the winner went 
on to compete in the national competition on 
Washington, D.C. 

MHSAA HigH SCHOOl 
FOOTBAll AnD BASkETBAll CHAMPiOnSHiPS   

MPB is proud to showcase our high school athletes before a statewide audience.  From november 
30—December 1, 2012, MPB broadcast the BlueCross BlueShield of Mississippi Gridiron Classic 
high school football championships. From March 7—March 9, 2013, the MHSAA/C Spire Wireless 
State Basketball Championships aired live on MPB.  
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A HeAltHieR 
MississiPPi
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A HeAltHieR MississiPPi
…Better Access to Health Information

in-DEPTH nEwS COvERAgE
MPB news Reporter Jeffrey Hess was one of 24 reporters from across the country chosen to partner 
with nPR and Kaiser Health news (KHn) on a new journalism project called “Health Care in the 
states.” the project allowed partnering stations to expand and deepen their healthcare coverage 
and provide more local stories to air nationally on nPR.    

The following Mississippi stories aired on nPR 
as part of the project:
 • “Mississippi Builds Insurance Exchange, Even As It Fights Health Law”
 • “Mississippi Reluctant To Expand Medicaid Eligibility”
 • “Feds Reject Mississippi’s Plan For Insurance Exchange”
 • “Soda Wars Backlash: Mississippi Passes ‘Anti-Bloomberg’ Bill”
 • “Political Fight Jeopardizes Medicaid In Mississippi”

SouTheRn ReMedy On MPB THink RADiO  
since 2005, Southern Remedy has been a weekly fixture on MPB think 
Radio. the program is hosted by Dr. Rick deshazo and Dr. Allyn Harris 
and covers the full spectrum of health topics from allergies to smoking 
cessation to kidney disease. Listeners are invited to call in each week 
with their health questions. through the program, Mississippians who 
might be hesitant to go to a doctor in person can still receive valuable 
medical advice.

SouTheRn ReMedy On THE ROAD
In the spring of 2013, MPB tV began airing a monthly, news-style edition of southern Remedy.  each 
month the southern Remedy team highlights a different health topic of importance to Mississippians. 
 
• Southern Remedy: Medicaid examined the issues of Medicaid and Medicaid expansion 
in Mississippi. From the impacts of re-authorization on nursing homes to the numbers of people 
potentially added to Medicaid through expansion, the issue weighed heavily on the minds of many 
Mississippians as the 2013 Legislative session wrapped up with these topics unresolved.
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• Southern Remedy: Trauma focused on the high number of trauma cases in Mississippi. 
the high rate of trauma is a problem for the state and many of the accidents and deaths are 
preventable. In the episode, Dr. Rick spent time in the trauma ward where life and death decisions 
are made every hour.

• Southern Remedy: Bodybuilding went inside the growing world of bodybuilding 
in Mississippi. From the athletes to the dark side of steroids, Dr. Rick put his medical muscle into 
exploring the history and culture surrounding the sport.

SouTheRn ReMedy On THE ROAD
MPB is also taking Southern Remedy into communities around 
Mississippi with Southern Remedy on the Road. Dr. Rick and his 
team take the radio show on the road and tape episodes before a 
live audience.  Audience members are encouraged to ask questions 
and participate in the program.  each time the Southern Remedy 
team or Dr. Rick go on the road, the Southern Remedy Healthy 
Living Plan, which was developed by medical professionals from 
the University of Mississippi Medical Center (UMMC), is distributed 

to Mississippians.  With a goal of curbing obesity-related problems like hypertension, stroke, and 
diabetes, the plan provides a stepwise program for losing weight and getting healthy.  MPB and 

UMMC have also developed Healthy eating Placemats for both adults and children.

…Lower Obesity Rates
since 2010 we have focused much of our broadcasting 
efforts on the obesity crisis in Mississippi.  this year we 
continued our mission of educating both children and 
adults about the dangers of obesity and the benefits 
of a healthy lifestyle.  
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A HeAltHier Mississippi

…Healthier Children

ed Said
Hoping to provide health education to elementary school children, MPB 
developed Ed Said, a Web-based series that encourages children to eat 
well and exercise. Known for his love of raps and rhymes, ed uses his 
skills to incorporate fruit and vegetable facts into songs that children 
enjoy. every song is accompanied by a dance for kids to learn, motivating 
them to participate and exercise. ed said’s home base is edsaid.org, where educators and 
children can view his webisodes, music videos and lesson plans for the classroom.

MOving wiTH FRuiTS AnD vEgETABlES 
TOuR
From september 2012 – April 2013, ed said and his lunch bunch 
performed in fifteen different schools across the state. Over 5,000 
students were treated to a performance, including Ed Said videos and 
webisodes. they also participated in activities designed to teach them 
about various healthy foods.  

ed said also appeared at 4 major health events around the state, perform-
ing for more than 1,000 Mississippians in the process. events included 
Jackson state University’s Family Health Fair, Meridian Family Health 
Fair, MPB Day at the Lynn Meadows Discovery Center (Gulfport, MS) and 
Greenwood Leflore Hospital’s annual children’s fair (Greenwood, MS).

  

www.EdSaid.org
Lime Green - 382

Purple- 2583

Yellow- 136
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ed Said Cafeteria Program 
the Ed Said Cafeteria Program seeks to 
convey ed said’s message about healthy 
eating and exercise to children each day 
while they are in the school cafeteria. 
through posters and videos, children 
are surrounded by ed’s healthy-eating 
message while they are eating breakfast 
and lunch. through this “immersion” 
technique, MPB and school health 
officials hope to change children’s 
eating habits.   

the program began in the fall of 2012. 
MPB decorated each cafeteria with an 
Ed Said bulletin board and other signs 
to guide students to healthy foods. each 
cafeteria has a television monitor with 

DVD player to play a continuous loop of Ed Said Webisodes with the Lunch Bunch who will provide 
information on the health of various fruits and vegetables. 

Three schools participated in the program during its first year:  28th Street Elementary School in 
Gulfport, North Bay Elementary School in Biloxi and Davidson Elementary School in Water Valley. 

…Healthier Cooking Habits
FiT To eaT
the second season of Fit to eat premiered in 
April of 2013. Chef Rob stinson continues help 
Mississippians fight the battle on obesity by 
providing easy-to-recreate, healthy, delicious 
meals.  Chef Rob appeals to a Mississippian’s 
palate by combining fresh, local ingredients to 
create healthy alternatives to southern favorites, 
like his Baked – not Fried – Pork Chops and 
Green Tomatoes. In this season, Chef Stinson 
also explores gluten-free alternatives for those on 

more restrictive diets.
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A stRongeR 
MississiPPi 
econoMY
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…Building a Strong Workforce
JoB hunTeR®

In 2011, MPB premiered Job Hunter®, a workforce development series highlighting the advanced 
manufacturing industry in Mississippi.  Job Hunter®showcases advanced manufacturing companies 
located in Mississippi and outlines the skills, education and training needed to secure a job in the 
industry.  the program was created by MPB with funding provided by the state of Mississippi, the 
Mississippi Manufacturers Association, and the Office of Governor Haley Barbour. 

season two, which aired in February of 2013, featured the energy and timber industries and 
expanded to include non-manufacturing technical careers such as medical and information 
technology. this season of Job Hunter® was made possible in part through a partnership with the 
Mississippi Department of employment security.

 

wORkPlACE 101
In March of 2012, Sherri Davis Garner began producing segments for MPB Think Radio’s Mississippi 
Edition called Workplace 101. these segments provide practical information for those in the 
workforce or wishing to enter it. topics for the segments have included “How to Ask for A Raise,” 
“social Media and the Workplace” and “What You shouldn’t Reveal In an Interview.” 

…Supporting Local Economies
MPB’s iconic series, Mississippi Roads, hit the road again in the fall of 2012 with a full season 
of new episodes. By highlighting the people and attractions that make Mississippi so unique, 
Mississippi Roads inspires Mississippians to leave their home towns and explore and invest in other 
areas of the state. 
our “Where’s Walt” social media game helps engage our audience and further encourage them 
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to visit the destinations on the show.  each location featured on 
Mississippi Roads receives a poster with a cartoon drawing of host 
Walt Grayson. Viewers who find the poster of Walt, take a picture 
of themselves there and post it on social media, receive a Mississippi 
Roads prize in the mail.  

the newest season of Mississippi Roads was a hit, with features 
on the City of Vicksburg, the Sunflower Blues Festival, and 
Mississippi’s Petrified Forest, and interviews with music legend Robert Plant and Mississippi 
artist Stephanie Dwyer.  

…Emphasizing the Arts
Public broadcasting has traditionally put a spotlight on the arts and Mississippi Public 
Broadcasting continues that tradition through our television and radio programming.  
Mississippi’s creative economy is thriving and MPB is proud to showcase the arts and culture.

BLueSMen
In August of 2005, the Foundation for Public 
Broadcasting in Mississippi and entergy 
Mississippi hosted a world-class lineup of 
blues artists at Ground Zero Blues Club 
in Clarksdale.  The evening was filmed by 
MPB and featured performances from Blues 
legends super Chikan, Kenny Brown, Big 
George Brock, Willie King, Big Jack Johnson, 
Pinetop Perkins, Honeyboy edwards, and 
Bobby Rush.  Because of Hurricane Katrina, 

completion of the film was put on hold, and 
the final production – Bluesmen – ultimately 
aired on MPB tV on october 12, 2012.  

Since the filming in 2005, Willie King, Big 
Jack Johnson, Pinetop Perkins and Honeyboy 
edwards have died. the performances cap-
tured that night are now part of Mississippi’s 
Blues legacy. 

In 2013, Bluesmen one a silver telly Award 
and was nominated for a Regional emmy®. 

MpB aLL aCCeSS 
In August of 2012, MPB unveiled a cutting-edge web series that serves 
as a backstage pass to some of the most popular music venues in the 
nation.  MPB All Access allows viewers to go behind the scenes and 

hear exclusive interviews from musicians. 
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A Stronger economy

THE gOvERnOR’S ARTS AwARDS
Each year MPB tapes and broadcasts the Governor’s Arts Awards, a ceremony sponsored by the 
Mississippi Arts Commission to recognize excellence in the arts in Mississippi. 

ThaCKeR MounTain Radio
Thacker Mountain is a one-hour program that airs each 
saturday evening at 7 on MPB think Radio. It features author 
readings and a wide array of musical performances and is 
taped before a live audience at off square Books in oxford. 

GRaSSRooTS  
Host and grassroots musician Bill ellison shares his love of the genre 
with listeners each week on MPB Radio’s longest running program, 
Grassroots. Listeners can expect a saturday night musical journey from 
classic folk and early string band music through traditional bluegrass 
sounds and into the new world of evolving acoustic music.   

hiGhway 61  
Mississippi is the birthplace of the Blues and MPB highlights this native music each week on 
Highway 61.  the award winning, one-hour blues program is hosted by scott Baretta at the 
Center for the study of southern Culture at ole Miss.

MiSSiSSippi aRTS houR  
A co-production of MPB and the Mississippi Arts Commission, the Mississippi Arts Hour airs 
weekly on MPB think Radio and features interviews with artists, musicians, craftspeople, and 
others involved in the arts in Mississippi. 

ClASSiCAl MuSiC On MPB THink RADiO  
MPB brings classical music to Mississippians through MPB Music Radio, which broadcasts 
music 24 hours a day. It is designed for those who are passionate about Classical, opera, Jazz 
and other music. MPB Music Radio is over 75% classical but also includes Jazz from WJsU, 
indie rock with World Café, World of Opera, and much more.
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…Highlighting the State’s History
over the past 40 years, MPB has proudly produced documentaries chronicling the history of 
our state.  In the past year, we release two new broadcasts focused on Mississippi’s civil rights 
history. 

inTeGRaTinG oLe MiSS: JaMeS MeRediTh and Beyond 
In a documentary that originally aired on september 30, 2012, MPB highlighted the effect James 
Meredith’s enrollment at ole Miss has had over the years on higher education in the state. 

In the midst of the Civil Rights Movement, James Meredith became the first Black student to 
enroll at ole Miss. His application created an uproar that made news around the world and 
culminated in a deadly riot and federal intervention. Fifty years later, the university is fully 
integrated and, in 2008, international spotlight was once again on the university – this time, 
however, to cover a presidential debate that featured the man who would become America’s 
first Black President.

MedGaR eveRS ReMeMBeRed 
In honor of the 50th anniversary of the death of civil rights leader Medgar evers, MPB created 
a series of 25 public service announcements looking at the life and works of civil rights leader 
Medgar evers.  Medgar Evers Remembered gives viewers a better look at the man behind the 
legacy. From his early childhood to untimely death, the series provides a closer look into who 
Medgar evers was and what his legacy means to Mississippians and Americans.
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Revenue History

FY 2013

2009	   2010	   2011	   2012	   2013	  

State	  Funds	   $7,920,939	  	   $8,199,104	  	   $9,483,973	  	   $7,635,006	  	   $7,200,000	  	  

Special	  Funds	   $6,560,282	  	   $4,869,961	  	   $4,260,017	  	   $3,907,696	  	   $3,952,274	  	  

$0	  

$1,000,000	  

$2,000,000	  

$3,000,000	  

$4,000,000	  

$5,000,000	  

$6,000,000	  

$7,000,000	  

$8,000,000	  

$9,000,000	  

$10,000,000	  

5-‐Year	  Revenue	  History	  



 Mississippi Public Broadcasting    36

State	  Funding	  	  
	  $7,200,000	  	  	  

64%	  

Federal	  Grant	  Funds	  
	  $404,233	  

4%	  

Corpora<on	  For	  Public	  Broadcas<ng	  	  	  
$1,743,939	  

16%	  

Founda<on	  For	  Public	  Broadcas<ng	  	  	  
$854,069	  

8%	  

Generated	  Revenue	  
	  	  $950,033	  	  

	  8%	  

FY	  2013	  	  
Revenue	  Sources	  

Revenue sources

FY 2013
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Administra*on	  
$1,814,961	  

16%	  

Content	  Development	  
$4,780,998	  

44%	  

Educa*on	  Services	  
$1,059,590	  

10%	  

Technical	  Services	  
$3,250,649	  

30%	  

Expenditures	  by	  Program	  
FY	  2013	  

expenditures by Program

FY 2013
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Salaries	  
$6,104,330	  

56%	  

Travel	  
$85,267	  

1%	  

Contractual	  Services	  
$4,268,742	  

39%	  

Commodi@es	  	  
$287,470	  

3%	  

Equipment	  
$160,389	  

1%	  

Opera&ng	  Expenses	  
FY	  2013	  

operating expenses

FY 2013
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