
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

CHRISTOPHER B. EPPS 
COMMISSIONER 

 
Dear Fellow Mississippians: 
 
On behalf of the Mississippi Department of Corrections (MDOC), I am pleased to present the Annual Report for Fiscal 
Year 2005.  This comprehensive report details MDOC accomplishments from July 1, 2004, through June 30, 2005; is 
filled with facts and charts reflecting the state’s felony population; and provides definitions of correctional terminology 
that I hope you will find helpful.   
 
I am proud of the progress our agency made during Fiscal Year 2005 and the many successes achieved.   MDOC is now 
running more efficiently, spending 5% less this year than last, despite a 10.8% increase in the number of convicted felons.  
Agency wide reductions in salaries associated with House Bill 1279 position eliminations, reorganization of upper level 
positions, retirements, resignations, and other terminations resulted in a $15 million savings.    
 
MDOC became the first state agency in Mississippi to receive a Five Star Statement of Support from the Mississippi 
National Guard and Reserve for exceeding “above and beyond” what is required by the Uniformed Services Employment 
and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994. 
 
A 15-year lawsuit between the American Civil Liberties Union and MDOC over the treatment of HIV-positive inmates 
was terminated by the United States District Court of the Northern District of Mississippi.  The court found the conditions 
of HIV-positive prisoners had improved enough that injunctive relief was no longer needed and ended the litigation. 
 
We have met nationally accepted correctional standards through the American Correctional Association for each of our 
three (3) state prisons, sixteen (16) of seventeen (17) community work centers, two (2) of our four (4) restitution centers, 
all eleven (11) county/regional facilities and the majority of our private prisons. 
 
The South Mississippi Correctional Institution, in cooperation with Correctional Medical Services, Inc., became the first 
Mississippi prison to be accredited by the National Commission on Correctional Health Care. 
 
MDOC provided effective treatment programs for offenders throughout the year, graduating 592 state inmates through the 
agency’s GED, Adult Basic Education/Literacy programs, and 826 offenders through vocational training programs.  We 
believe a better educated and trained individual is more likely to become a productive citizen and a tax payer instead of a 
tax burden once released from incarceration. 
 
These and many other accomplishments during the fiscal year represent the Mississippi Department of Corrections’ 
commitment and passion to provide excellence in public service and efficient and effective offender custody, care, control 
and treatment.   As we move forward, we will continue to strive to perform at our best as leaders in corrections. Our 
mission of providing public safety is only matched by our pledge to be good stewards of the state’s resources. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Christopher B. Epps 
Commissioner 
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