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Updated Medicaid Speech Therapy Now In Effect 
 Medical necessity to drive benefit  

 
JACKSON, MS.- (September 9, 2009) – Division of Medicaid Executive Director, Dr. 
Robert L. Robinson, recently confirmed that after discussions with federal officials, the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) had no objections or revisions to the 
Division of Medicaid’s proposed policy for speech therapy services.  He went on to say, 
"As a general rule, Medicaid has provided speech therapy services for individuals when 
such services are 'medically necessary,' and the policy that is now in effect will not 
change that. Our benefits in this area continue to be some of the most robust in the state 
when compared with other health insurance payers." 
 
“Federal regulations require us to only pay for those speech therapy services that are 
medically necessary.  We cannot change federal law.  But, we are pleased to better 
clarify our policy regarding this requirement.” 
 
The policy outlines multiple criteria considered to determine the medical necessity of 
requested speech therapy services.  Robinson stated this as a reminder, “Because each 
individual is unique, each case is reviewed by a medical professional – nurses, 
therapists and doctors - on a case by case basis and the medical necessity is 
determined by combining the information submitted for each individual with evidence 
based research and the clinical judgment of our independent medical professionals. 
These medical services can be provided in schools, clinics or outpatient hospital settings 
provided that the services are medically necessary.”   
   
Not all Medicaid beneficiaries require speech therapy services.  For August 2009, only 
728 beneficiaries requested prior authorization for speech therapy benefits. Out of the 
728 requests, 711 were approved for speech therapy services. That's about a 98% 
approval rate under the policy that was heavily criticized as it existed in July.   
 
For a copy of our policies, go to www.medicaid.ms.gov and click under “Publications” on 
the home page and then scroll down to “Provider Policy Manual”. 
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