
Publications from Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (Mississippi’s 

“face –to-face” rule blocks coverage of eligible people, not fraud"),  and the 

Center for Justice  ("Losing Ground:  Declines in health coverage for 

children and families in Mississippi"),  continue to criticize the Division of 

Medicaid (DOM) for our payment error rate measurement (PERM) data and 

our face-to-face eligibility policy.  

It is crucial to know and understand that the DOM is held to a much higher 

standard in our data reporting than are these two organizations. Our PERM 

data was compiled by the independent, nationally recognized CPA firm of 

Clifton Gunderson LLP. Clifton Gunderson, ranked as one of the nation’s 

largest certified public accounting and consulting firms, provides a wide 

range of assurance, accounting, tax, and consulting services to clients in a 

variety of industries. Founded in 1960, Clifton Gunderson has a staff of 

more than 2,000 professionals serving clients from 45 offices across the 

country. 

In contrast, the Mississippi Center for Justice and  the Mississippi Center 

for  Budget and Policy Priorities are advocate organizations staffed by 

lawyers .  Both organizations have every incentive to create the false 

perception that weak eligibility standards do not cause fraud.  DOM 

strongly disagrees and continues to await credible, standard -sourced data 



to show otherwise.1 The DOM is mandated by federal and state law to be 

good stewards of the tax-payer dollars that are allocated to our program. 

This is especially critical given our current economy's impact on our 

taxpayers. In contrast, these two "attack" organizations appear to be in 

favor of universal health-care coverage with total disregard for how to pay 

for it.  

1 Center for Justice  ("Losing Ground:  Declines in health coverage for children and families in 
Mississippi") data was produced by one person driving from Memphis to the Mississippi Gulf coast while 
interviewing DOM employees on a hit -or-miss manor along the way. When DOM asked for their research 
data, this same single source would not provide it.  

                                                           


