
 

 

What is Medicaid? 
 

Medicaid is a national health care program. 
It helps pay for medical services for low-income people. 
For those eligible for full Medicaid services, Medicaid is not paid to you. Medicaid is only paid to providers of health 
care. Providers are doctors, hospitals, pharmacists and other medical professionals who take Medicaid. 
Be sure the provider you see takes Medicaid before you get any service. 
If the provider does not take Medicaid, you must pay the bill.  
 

Who is eligible? 
 

You and/or your husband or wife may qualify for Medicaid in a nursing home or hospital if you are, or will be con-
sidered, a long-term care patient's) in a medical facility that accepts Medicaid. 
“Long-term” care means that the patient will remain in a nursing home or hospital for 31 consecutive days or long-
er. 
 

Eligibility 
 

 To be eligible for Medicaid, an applicant must be a citizen of the United States or an alien lawfully admitted fo     
 permanent residence. 
 Applicants must be residents of Mississippi. 
 A person must be age 65 or older, blind or disabled (unable to work). The medical necessity of the placement 

must be certified by the attending physician. 
 Persons must apply for, and accept, all benefits which he or she may be entitled, such as VA benefits, retire-

ment or disability benefits, etc. Persons who do not accept these benefits may lose their Medicaid eligibility.  
 Persons may have monthly income of up to $1,737 (before deductions). Persons with income above this limit 

may be able to qualify under an “income Trust.”  
 Individuals may have total resources of up to $4,000. Resources mean those assets, including real and per-

sonal property, that a person owns that help him or her meet his or her basic needs. Some resources are not 
counted in the $4,000 limit. They include:   

Home Property     
One (1) home may be excluded if it is the person's primary place of residence. 
Income-Producing Property   
This property is not counted towards the limit if it produces a net annual return of 6% of the equity value to the ben-
eficiary. Promissory notes and annuities must be determined actuarially sound, i.e., the return must be equal to the 
life expectancy of the beneficiary. 
Automobiles     
Up to two (2) vehicles may be excluded. 
Household Goods  
These items are totally excluded. 
Personal Property  
Personal property may be excluded if the equity value is $5,000 or less  
Life Insurance     
The cash value of whole life insurance policies is excluded if the face value of all whole life insurance policies on 
each person is $10,000 or less.  The value of term life insurance is not countable regardless of value. 
Burial Plots and Burial Funds  
Burial spaces intended for family members are not counted in the $4,000 limit.   
Money saved for funeral expenses up to $6,000 is not counted. 
Transferred Assets 
Persons who plan to apply for Medicaid may not transfer assets within 36 months prior to application. For assets 
transferred into a trust, the review (look-back) period is 60 months.   
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