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GOV. BARBOUR DELIVERS STATE OF THE STATE, PRAISES DOM 
Gov. Haley Barbour delivered his final State of the State speech on Tuesday 
urging legislators to spend tax dollars cautiously in the next fiscal year and call-
ing for legislators to add troopers to the roads and broaden access to quality 
education.  Gov. Barbour announced plans to utilize an anticipated $40 million-
to-$50 million surplus in Medicaid to place about 7,800 beneficiaries in home- 
and community-based services. The agency has a projected surplus at the end 
of the fiscal year due to lower-than-projected participation in the program.  He 
also plans to use $7.3 million of the Governor’s discretionary stimulus funds to 
hold a troopers school in 2011. This could place 100 troopers on the road if leg-
islators also move the motor carrier enforcement division of the Mississippi De-
partment of Transportation to the Department of Public Safety. 
 
Gov. Barbour went on to include the following concerning the DOM; “Last week 
I announced the Division of Medicaid appears to be on track to run a surplus of 
$40 to $50 million this fiscal year, probably because of less utilization than pro-
jected. Congratulations to the Division of Medicaid for an outstanding job of 
managing this enormous program and controlling its mammoth costs. Let me 
remind you what a change that represents. When I became Governor, Medicaid 
costs were skyrocketing. System controls were so weak, that the last year be-
fore I entered office, Medicaid spent $79 million of state funds and didn’t even 
enter the cost on its books. Many of you will remember the Special Session we 
held to clean up that mess. 
 
I’m pleased to tell you and the people of Mississippi that today our state Medi-
caid program is run with compassion and efficiency for its beneficiaries and 
their providers and for the people who pay for it: the taxpayers. The federal au-
thorities reported last year that Mississippi’s Medicaid error rate is 3.47 percent, 
the fourth lowest in the country. The national error rate is more than twice as 
high.  
 
Because of this surplus I have instructed the Division of Medicaid to exercise its 
authority under state law to use a portion of this FY11 surplus to create 7,800 
additional slots for eligible Medicaid beneficiaries to receive home and commu-
nity based care. Currently we have a waiting list of 6,100 beneficiaries who are 
waiting to be provided care in their homes and their communities. I expect the 
entire 7,800 allocation to be filled this fiscal year. 
 
Both Senator Hob Bryan and Representative Steve Holland, who chair the Sen-
ate and House Public Health Committees, respectively, are outspoken propo-
nents of increased home and community based care for people on Medicaid. 
Both are Democrats, but I appreciate our agreement and our ability to work to-
gether for this purpose. 
 
The increase in the number of home and community care slots will lead to a 
broader, stronger infrastructure to deliver such services across the state that, in 
the long run, will provide better healthcare at lower cost. This will be a blessing 
to both the beneficiaries who want to, can and should be receiving 
care and services at home and in their communities . . . and to the taxpayers.” 
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MISSISSIPPI MEDICAID'S ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORDS               
REGISTRATION NOW ON-LINE 
Registration is now available for eligible health care professionals and eligible 
hospitals who wish to participate in Mississippi Medicaid's Electronic Health 
Records (EHR) Provider Incentive Program.  Mississippi is one of eleven 
states in the nation to offer this important technology benefiting beneficiaries, 
providers, and taxpayers. 
 
According to Dr. Robinson, "Our approval from the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) to be one of the first states in the country to put the 
Provider Incentive Program registration on-line speaks volumes to the dedica-
tion and expertise of our staff, as well as to our continuing commitment to-
wards improving our program." This is the second "tip of the hat" to the Missis-
sippi Medicaid program in recent months from CMS who recently cited the 
program's Eligibility Division for highly effective eligibility error rate prevention. 
For more information about EHR incentives you may log on to http://
ms.arraincentive.com  or phone 1-866-879-0109. 

# # # 
 

MISSISSIPPI MEDICAID AUDITS SECURE $2M 
The DOM announced recent settlements totaling nearly $2 million with two 
chain pharmacies as a result of audit findings conducted by the Division of 
Medicaid’s Bureau of Program Integrity.  The settlements with Walgreens and 
CVS-Caremark concerned a lack of documentation for patient signatures evi-
dencing that the drugs were picked up by the patient.  
 
The Walgreens settlement resulted in the return of $1.6 million and CVS-
Caremark settlement resulted in the return of $324,870.   
 
“We appreciate the cooperation of these providers during these audits”, said 
Dr. Robinson. "It is important that providers document all services they provide 
to our beneficiaries.  We will continue to work hard to ensure that our program 
is serving the right people with the right services at the right price.” 

### 
 

STATE’S MEDICAID REIMBURSING 
PEDIATRIC TOOTH DECAY PREVENTION 
Medicaid reimbursement is now available for the application of fluoride varnish 
to children’s teeth by pediatric primary care providers (PCPs) in Mississippi for 
up to two times per year. In a letter to the Mississippi Dental Association, Dr. 
Robert L. Robinson stated, "…we are reimbursing both dentists and medical 
providers (physicians, nurse practitioners, and physician assistants) for an oral 
health assessment and for application of fluoride varnish for children under 
age three."  
 
According to dental experts, fluoride varnishes applied professionally would 
substantially reduce tooth decay in children. The varnish is quick and         
easy to apply and after 24 hours the application it is brushed and flossed off.   
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Although the oral health of children in the United States has steadily improved 
over the past few decades, tooth decay in early childhood remains a signifi-
cant problem, particularly among low-income families. Tooth decay is now the 
No. 1 chronic infectious disease in children. According to the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics, it is five times more common in kids than asthma and seven 
times more common than hay fever. Almost half of kids ages 2 to 11 have had 
decay in their baby teeth. Studies also indicate that children living in poverty 
suffer twice as much tooth decay as do other children, and their cavities are 
more likely to go untreated.   Dr. Robinson went on to say, "We hope this pro-
gram will enhance our ongoing efforts to improve access to preventive dental 
care for our children." 
 

Medicaid Provider questions concerning this topic should be directed to the 
Division of Medicaid Medical Services Bureau at 1-800-421-2408 and ask for 
Medical Services.  

# # # 
MYPAC UPDATE 
Suicidal youths, self-injury prone youths, addicted youths, even youths suffer-
ing from eating disorders, are just a few of the behavioral challenges that usu-
ally require away from home child or adolescent mental health services. Age 0
-21 psychiatric in-patient program costs to the state for these youthful patients 
are significant and rising. Additionally, long-term effectiveness resulting from 
these programs has proven limited. A newer alternative led by Mississippi 
Medicaid has gained national recognition for its results and cost-effectiveness. 
It's named Mississippi Youth Programs Around the Clock, or MYPAC for short. 
Under a five year federal grant through the office of the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS), Mississippi Medicaid moves troubled low-
income youth from institutional care to home and community based-care. This 
welcome alternative transforms the way mental health services are provided 
for eligible Mississippi youth and their families.  
 

According to Medicaid's Mental Health Bureau Director Kristi Plotner, "We 
wanted to change the world (as we know it) as far as children's mental health 
programs are concerned. In Mississippi, we wanted to make sure our children 
and families have better choices to access services at home of the same level 
and intensity as they would have available to them from a standing psychiatric 
residential treatment facility (PRTF). And to have wrap-around services, flexi-
ble funding, and supports in place, so families could stay intact." 
 

The services provided by MYPAC include Intensive Case Management, Wrap-
around Services, and Respite Services. An Individualized Service Plan is de-
veloped by each participant, parent/guardian, and the MYPAC provider which 
is used to identify and address participant’s and their families’ unique individ-
ual needs. Youth may be eligible for the program if they meet the clinical crite-
ria for PRTF admission, they are under the age of 21, and they meet the eligi-
bility criteria for Mississippi Medicaid. CMS recently approved an increase in 
the number of individuals to be served in the next two Federal Fiscal Years to 
600. If you are interested in finding out more about MYPAC services, contact 
the Division of Medicaid Bureau of Mental Health Programs, MYPAC Division, 
at 601-359-9536. MYPAC staff can also be contacted by phoning  1-800-421-
2408.                                                END 3 
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Submitted by- 
Kathy Jones 
Bureau of        
Eligibility 

Submitted by - 
Donna Hays 
Medicaid Case 
Mix Nurse 
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Submitted by-
Donna Hays 
Medicaid Case 
Mix Nurse 

Submitted by-
Donna Hays 
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Mix Nurse 



Vol: 356 

 

6 

Submitted by-  
Donna McAtee 
Medicaid       
Assistant Area  
Supervisor, 
Clarksdale    
Regional Office 

Submitted by -  
Sue Reno  
Medicaid Nurse 
Program       
Integrity 

My grandchildren, Roman (age 5) and 
Molly Turner (age 2), having a blast in 
the snow in our yard in Clarksdale. 
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Submitted by– 
Frances Bailey 
Medicaid     
Specialist II 
Holly Springs 
Regional        
Office 

Submitted by -  
Cheryl Brewer 
Div. Director 
Holly Springs 
Regional Office 
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Submitted by– 
Frances         
Bailey 
Medicaid     
Specialist II 
Holly Springs 
Regional        
Office 
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Submitted by– Hope E. Nunley 
Medicaid Specialist I 
Greenwood Regional Office 

(Upper Left)  Frog snow gauge in 
Carrolton 
 
(Upper Right)  Hope Nunley and her 
son Carter with snowman in fore-
ground 
 
(Lower Left) Catava tree snow scene 
 
(Lower Right) Carter in profile 
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Submitted by– Judith R. Miller, Medicaid Specialist II 
Starkville Regional Office 



Vol: 356 

   

   

   

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS   

DOM CSM GRADUATES!DOM CSM GRADUATES!DOM CSM GRADUATES!   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

~~~\\\   

Vanessa BanksVanessa BanksVanessa Banks   

Terri KirbyTerri KirbyTerri Kirby   
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Employee Position Hire Date 
Carrie Mayo Medicaid Specialist 

Cleveland Regional Office 
December 1, 2010 

Saranne Smith Operation Management Analyst Principal 
Bureau of Executive Services 

December 15, 2010 

Vivica Gutter Medicaid Specialist 
McComb Regional Office 

January 1, 2011 

Margaret Wilson DOM Medicaid Program Nurse II 
Bureau of Mental Health 

January 1, 2011 

Diane Crowther Operation Management Analyst Principal (TL) 
Bureau of Mental Health 

January 1, 2011 

Willis Jenkins Senior Business Systems Analyst 
Bureau of Systems 

January 1, 2011 

Jennifer Fulcher Operation Management Analyst Principal (TL) 
Bureau of Mental Health 

January 1, 2011 

Linda Gail Strength Administrative Assistant V 
Bureau of Mental Health 

January 1, 2011 

Janice Evans DOM Medicaid Program Nurse II 
Bureau of Program Integrity 

January 1, 2011 

Jacqueline Hypolite Medicaid Specialist 
Hattiesburg Regional Office 

January 1, 2011 

Employee Position Termination Date 

Penelope Johnson Medicaid Specialist 
      Pascagoula Regional Office 

December 6, 2010 

Regina Daniels Medicaid Specialist 
Picayune Regional Office 

December 28, 2010 

Anne Petty Medicaid Specialist 
Picayune Regional Office 

December 16, 2010 

L’Vette Robertson Medicaid Specialist 
Newton Regional Office 

December 27, 2010 

Gary Frank Medicaid Assistant Area Supervisor 
Picayune Regional Office 

December 31, 2010 

Rudy Ware Accounting/Auditing Bureau Director 
Bureau of Finance & Administration 

December 31, 2010 

Marilynn Wilson Administrative Assistant VI 
Bureau of Human Resources 

December 31, 2010 

William Baxter Operation Management Analyst Principal (TL) 
Bureau of Mental Health 

December 31, 2010 
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February 2, Groundhog Day 
Groundhog Day is celebrated every year on 
February 2nd midway between the Winter Sol-
stice and the Vernal Equinox. It is celebrated 
with the Groundhog each year in Punxsutaw-
ney, Pennsylvania where folks gather around 
to see if the groundhog will see it's shadow. If 
the groundhog sees a shadow, there will be 42 
more days of winter! It has become a fun day 
to celebrate in elementary schools. 

February 3, Chinese New Year 
Chinese New Year also known as Lunar New 
Year or Spring Festival is the first day of the 
Chinese (Lunar) calendar.  Celebrated by Chi-
nese people around the world, it is a major 
holiday where friends and family gather for a 
reunion dinner and celebration. Red clothing is 
worn to ward away evil spirits and bad fortune 
and new clothing symbolizes starting the year 
anew. 
Date - 2nd new moon af-
ter Winter Solstice (January/February) 

February 8, Boy Scout Day 
Boy Scout Day celebrates the birthday of 
Scouting in America. It was on February 8th 
1910 when William Dickson Boyce filed incor-
poration papers in the District of Columbia 
and created the Boy Scouts of America. 
Celebrate 100 Years of Scouting on Feb 8, 
2010! 

February 1, National Freedom Day 
“As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a 
master. This expresses my idea of democ-
racy.”- Abraham Lincoln 
National Freedom Day commemorates the 
signing of the 13th Amendment outlawing 
slavery on February 1, 1865 by President Lin-
coln. The idea to celebrate the holiday came 
from Major Richard Robert Wright Sr., who 
was a former slave. He organized a group of 
leaders to write a bill for a national holiday 
that would celebrate freedom for all Ameri-
cans, the holiday would take place on February 
1. It was first commemorated on February 1, 
1942, although it was not an official holiday 
yet. On June 30, 1948, President Harry Tru-
man signed the bill. Every Year on this day, a 
wreath is laid at the Liberty Bell in celebration. 

February 14,  Valentines Day 
Saint Valentines Day - February 14th 
Valentines day is a day that celebrates love, 
especially between couples. It is celebrated in 
many countries by people of many religions, 
Although it was originally a Christian holiday, 
today it is celebrated in many countries by 
anyone who wants to celebrate the spirit of 
love. It is celebrated by the exchanging of 
Valentines and other gifts and showing love 
towards each other. It is sometimes jokingly 
and lovingly referred to as “Single’s Aware-
ness day”. 

February 21,  Presidents' Day 
Presidents' Day is observed on the 3rd Mon-
day in February to honor Washington's Birth-
day, the first U.S. President and Abraham 
Lincoln and other US Presidents. 

 

http://www.lessonplanet.com/search?
keywords=black+history+month+projects&media=lesson Violet Amethyst  

 

http://familycrafts.about.com/od/holidays/p/Child_Dental_Health_Month.htm 

February 22,  George Washington’s 
Birthday 
George Washington was born on February 
22nd in 1732. President's Day, which is cele-
brated on the 3rd Monday in February,      
honors Washington and Lincoln. 13 
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