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The Mississippi Department of  Agriculture
and Commerce (MDAC) promotes Mississippi's
agricultural industry and regulates laws governing
all sectors from on-farm production to processing
to retail markets.  It is a great responsibility to
oversee our State's largest industry with a $5.8 bil-
lion value for its citizens.  The MDAC is commit-
ted to agriculture and creating an environment
that gives Mississippi farmers and related indus-
tries opportunities and advantages.  Detailed
information is included in this report; however,
the following is a summary.

The Market Development Division serves in

promotional activities for Mississippi businesses.
The Market Development Division's focus on
consumer education enhances public awareness
of  Mississippi's superior quality products.   "Make
Mine Mississippi" is a logo identification program
with the purpose of  promoting Mississippi prod-
ucts at home and worldwide.  This program con-
tinues to grow and currently 965 companies have
met the criteria, registered, and received official
promotional assistance.  Also, the Mississippi
Market Bulletin, published by the Department with
46,000 subscribers, provides a venue for con-
sumer and vendor contact.

The Mississippi Department of  Agriculture
and Commerce's regulatory responsibilities
extend from farm to marketplace.  Other than the
regulation of  foods, the MDAC helps insure the
health of  consumers through sanitation inspec-
tions in grocery stores.   The Department is also
responsible for the regulation of  pesticides, certi-
cation of  gasoline pumps, and verification of
weights and measures of  scales. 

In cooperation with the Mississippi
Department of  Health and the Farmer’s Market
Nutrition Program (FMNP), the MDAC assists
with the Women, Infant, and Children (WIC)
Program.  This program makes fresh fruits and
vegetables available to some low-income and
nutritionally at-risk citizens.  Through the
Farmers' Market Nutrition Program, Mississippi
not only enhances the quality of  life for these par-
ticipants, it contributes to the economic well being
for small farmers.

The Commissioner of  Agriculture assures
informed qualified leadership through service on
several state boards such as:
•   Mississippi Board of  Animal Health

•   Mississippi Central Farmers’ Market Board
•   Mississippi Fair Commission
•   Mississippi LWT Resources Board
•   Mississippi Department of  Environmental 

Quality Permit Board
•   Egg Marketing Board
•   State Seed Board
•   State Soil & Water Conservation Committee

Our Department has progressed over the last year
with many challenges remaining for the coming
year.   The accomplishments of  the Mississippi
Department of  Agriculture and Commerce are
through the joint efforts of  State and Federal
agencies, the Mississippi Legislature, and a sin-
cerely dedicated staff. 

Sincerely,
Lester Spell, Jr., D.V.M.
Commissioner
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Administration

Personnel-wise, 2006 was a year in which the
number of  personnel remained stable.  The
Mississippi Department of  Agriculture and
Commerce assumed additional responsibilities as well
as implemented new programs to protect the
Mississippi consumer.  All of  this was done with 33%
fewer personnel than in 1996 when Lester Spell
assumed the leadership of  the agency.  The agency
has been able to accomplish this by upgrading its
technology as well as cross-training its employees.
The final division's (Petroleum) previously-developed
technology applications began to be coordinated
with other applications of  the agency. 

The Agriculture and Livestock Theft Bureau
was created in 1993 to assist in the investigation of
all farm and agriculture-related crimes.  The
bureau has a director, secretary/brand registrar
and nine investigators, one for each Mississippi
Highway Patrol District.  Investigators are
charged with enforcing all state laws pertaining to
theft of  cattle, horses, swine, poultry, fish, farm
equipment, chemicals, timber and all other farm
or agriculture-related crimes.  The bureau is also
responsible for the investigation and prosecution
of  all persons who violate any of  the laws admin-
istered by the Department of  Agriculture and
Commerce.

In addition to its law enforcement function,

the Agriculture and Livestock Theft Bureau main-
tains registration of  all livestock brands.
Livestock in Mississippi do not have to be brand-
ed; however, if  they are branded, the brand must
be registered.  The brands are recorded for a five
year period at a cost of  five dollars.  Registered
brands are published in book form and distribut-
ed to law enforcement around the state.  Presently,
about 1,500 active brands are on file.  

----------
Robert Jordan, Director 

E-mail:  RobertJ@mdac.state.ms.us

Theft Chart, continued on next page

Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce 
Organization Chart

License and Inspection Fee Collections for FY02 through FY06
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The fees include Market Bulletin, Egg
Marketing, Rice, Soybean, Weights and Measures,
and other regulatory fees.

Agriculture and Livestock Theft
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In 2006, the Museum had 121,368 visitors
from all 50 states and from 22 countries.

The Museum hosted the 1st annual summer
camp for children during the summer 2006.  The
camp was a success with more than 25 children
participating in hands-on exercises and games
pertaining to agriculture and forestry.   Plans for

the 2007 camp are being made.  The camp will
increase to two days to accommodate more chil-
dren and activities.

In 2006, the Museum made several repairs
throughout the complex.  The roof  of  the
Heritage Center was replaced in the spring of
2006.  In addition, new air conditioning and heat-
ing units were installed. Other repairs that were
made are as follows:  
1. Nature Trail repairs
2. Fitzgerald Roof

3. Refinished floors in the Ethnic Center and
Forestry Auditorium
4. Replaced carpet in Sparkman Auditorium

The Museum's "rail era" section was
improved by adding model train displays that
depict the importance of  the rails to agriculture.
Plans for a caboose and other train memorabilia
that visitors will enjoy will be added in 2007.  

The Museum's total revenue for fiscal year
2006 increased to $444,642.26 from fiscal year
2005 $432,935.86.

The Museum continues to offer family ori-
ented events.  In 2006, the Museum hosted the 1st
annual Black History and Valentine’s Day
Celebration.  The event featured puppet shows
and the Museum gave away free cupcakes to all
who attended.  The Museum will host annual

events such as the Easter Egg Hunt, Easter
Sunrise Service, Fourth of  July Celebration, Celtic
Festival, Pumpkin Picking, Halloween Carnival,
Harvest Festival and Christmas Events.  In 2007,
the Museum staff  will perform plays and book
readings to school groups as part of  the educa-
tional program.  

Individuals wanting more information should
contact Charlie Dixon. 

----------
Charlie Dixon, Director 

E-mail:  Charlie@mdac.state.ms.us

Mississippi Agriculture & Forestry Museum /
National Agricultural Aviation Museum

Agriculture and Livestock Theft, continued from page 2

Percentage Distribution of Dollar Value of Reported Crimes
Total Dollar Value of $5,109,756 for FY2006
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Heritage Exhibit Center
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Bureau of Plant Industry

The Bureau of  Plant Industry (BPI) serves as
the Plant Protection and Quarantine Division of
the Mississippi Department of  Agriculture and
Commerce.  It carries out regulatory programs
pertaining to plant pests, pesticides, honey bees,
seed, animal feed, fertilizer, lime and soil/plant
amendments (additives). Additionally, it cooper-
ates with the Agricultural Aviation Board of
Mississippi in administration of  state laws per-
taining to licensing of  agricultural aviators and
maintains cooperative agreements with the United
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
and the United States Department of  Agriculture
(USDA) in administration and enforcement of
state and federal laws.

Purpose

The State Plant Board was established under
the Mississippi Plant Act of  1918, Sections 69-25-
1 through 69-25-47, Mississippi Code 1972, to
protect the agricultural and horticultural interests
of  the state from the introduction and spread of
destructive plant pests. In 1971, the Mississippi
Legislature abolished the board and established
the Division of  Plant Industry within the
Mississippi Department of  Agriculture and
Commerce to assume the board's duties and
responsibilities.  In 1991, the name of  the
Division of  Plant Industry was changed to the
Bureau of  Plant Industry. In 1996, the state agri-
culture department's Seed Division and Feed,
Fertilizer and Lime Division were placed under
the administration of  the Bureau.

Activities

•   Serves as the Plant Protection and Quarantine
Division of  the Mississippi Department of
Agriculture and Commerce.
•   Carries out regulatory programs pertaining to
plant pests, pesticides, honey bees, seed, animal

feed, fertilizer, lime and soil/plant amendments
(additives).
•  Cooperates with the Agricultural Aviation
Board of  Mississippi in administration of  state
laws pertaining to pesticides by aerial application.
•  Maintains cooperative agreements with the
United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) in administration and
enforcement of  state and federal laws.

Legislative Authority

The Bureau is responsible for the administra-
tion and enforcement of  the following state
statutes:

•   Mississippi Plant Act of  1918, Sections 69-25-
1 through 69-25-47
•  Mississippi Bee Disease Act of  1920, Sections
69-25-101 through 69-25-109
•  Regulation of  Professional Services Law of
1938, Sections 69-19-1 through 69-19-11
• Crop Spraying and Licensing of  Aerial
Applicators Law of  1952, Sections 69-21-1
through 69-21-27
•   Mississippi Pure Seed Law of  1968, Sections
69-3-1 through 69-3-29
•  Mississippi Commercial Feed Law of  1972,
Sections 75-45-151 through 75-45-193
•    Mississippi Fertilizer Law of  1972, Sections
75-47-1 through 75-47-39
•    Mississippi Pesticide Law of  1975, Sections
69-23-1 through 69-23-27
•   Mississippi Pesticide Application Act of  1975,
Sections 69-23-101 through 69-23-133
•   Mississippi Soil and Plant Amendment Law of
1978, Sections 69-24-1 through 69-24-27
•   Mississippi Boll Weevil Management Act of
1993, Sections 69-37-1 through 69-37-33
•    Mississippi Agricultural Liming Materials Act
of  1993, Sections 69-39-1 through 69-39-19

The Bureau is also designated by the federal
government as the state agency responsible for
administration and enforcement of  the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act of
1947 (FIFRA).

Plant Pest Program

In June of  2006, Mississippi joined the
Interstate Pest Control Compact.  The Compact
allows states to react quickly to significant exotic
pest outbreaks by overcoming funding restraints
and jurisdictional gaps.  Mississippi attained mem-
bership by enacting legislation and making a one -
time payment to an insurance fund.  This insur-
ance fund was established by the Compact to pool
resources for problems requiring immediate atten-
tion.  The Commissioner of  Agriculture with the
assistance of  the Bureau of  Plant Industry will act
as administrator for the State of  Mississippi.

•  Conducted 481 nursery inspections and 320
nursery dealer inspections.
•  Conducted 299 inspections for Brown Garden
Snail on plant materials shipped from California.
•  Issued 405 phytosanitary certificates on plant
materials shipped out-of-state.
•  Found no significant levels of  Sweet Potato
Weevils after setting 135 traps on 14,902 acres of
sweet potatoes.
•  Detection surveys were conducted at nursery
and nursery dealer establishments for Pink
Hibiscus Mealybug, Chrysanthemum White Rust,
Viburnum Leaf  Beetle, Emerald Ash Borer, Giant
African Snail, Cactus Moth and Asian
Longhorned Beetle. All sites were found to be
negative.
•  Surveyed for Sudden Oak Death in 27 nursery
establishments state-wide and collected 1,009 tis-
sue samples.  One nursery was found to be posi-
tive for Sudden Oak Death.
•  Surveyed for  Soybean Rust statewide; 9 coun-
ties were found to be positive.
•  Surveyed soybean fields for Soybean Aphid and
Soybean Pod Borer at 70 sites in 22 counties; all
sites were found to be negative.
•  Surveyed rice fields for Rice Blast, Bakanae, and
South American Leaf  Miner at 63 sites in 7 coun-
ties; all sites were found to be negative.
•  Surveyed for Cogongrass statewide; 2 new
counties were found positive, making a total 61
positive counties.
•  Initiated Cogongrass control demonstration
program for 138 private land owners.  1379 acres
were treated in this program. 
•  Surveyed for Tropical Soda Apple statewide; 30
sites in 11 counties were found to be positive.
BPI assisted USDA-APHIS-PPQ in spot treating
more than 12,000 acres of  pasture infested with
tropical Soda Apple.

BPI, continued on next page

BPI front entrance in Starkville, Mississippi
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•    Surveyed lakes, ponds and watersheds for
Giant Salvinia statewide; 1 county was found to be
positive.  The Salvinia Weevil was released as a
biological control in an effort to suppress the
infestation.
•    Placed 10 pheromone traps for Africanized
Honey Bee at 3 major river ports and 2 coastal
ports.  All traps were found to be negative.
•    Placed 1,635 pheromone traps for Gypsy
Moth in 49 counties.   All traps were found to be
negative. 
•    Placed 6 traps for Sirex woodwasp in 6 coun-
ties; all traps were found to be negative.
•    Collected more than 9.6 million in assessment
fees paid on 1.24 million acres of  cotton by farm-
ers participating in statewide eradication of  the
Boll Weevil.
•    Certified/Inspected 49,804 colonies of  honey
bees.
•    21,819 bee colonies permitted into Mississippi.

Pesticide Program

•   Registered 11,090 pesticide products and col-
lected $1,818,000 in product registration fees.
•   Collected 895 samples from products available
at retail and distribution outlets to spot-check reg-
istration numbers and compliance with state and
federal pesticide laws.
•   Issued 19 stop-sale orders on pesticide prod-
ucts found to be deficient, misbranded or not reg-
istered.

•   Issued 17 special-use registrations (Section 24c
of  FIFRA) on pesticide products.
•   Issued 18 emergency exemptions (Section 18 of
FIFRA) on pesticide products. 
•   Licensed 296 dealers to sell restricted-use pes-
ticide products.
•   Issued 797 commercial applicator certificates.
•   Issued 1,806 private applicator certificates.
•   Made 149 inspections of  records kept by pri-
vate applicators of  restricted-use pesticides.
•   Conducted 13 producer-establishment inspec-
tions, 284 marketplace inspections, 216 inspec-
tions of  applicator records and 106 inspections of
dealer records.

•   Conducted 143 inspections of  pesticide misuse
in agricultural situations and 37 inspections of
misuse in non-agricultural situations.  Seventy-
nine worker protection inspections were conduct-
ed.

•  Collected $27,600.00 in fines as part of  enforce-
ment actions involving violation of  state and fed-
eral pesticide laws.
•   Issued 72 licenses for aerial application of  hor-
mone-type herbicides and approved 107 aircraft

used in application of  such products.
•   Issued 618 licenses to persons receiving fees
for performing work related to entomology, plant
pathology, horticulture, tree surgery, weed con-
trol, consultant services and professional soil clas-
sification.

Seed Program and State Seed 
Testing Laboratory

•   Conducted 216 seed inspections.
•   Collected 2,315 official regulatory seed sam-
ples.
•   Found 209 official regulatory seed samples to
be in violation of  the State Seed Law.
•   Issued 1,194 permits for the sale of  seed to
be planted.
•   Collected $25,036.25 in fees paid for seed per-
mits.
•   Issued two permits for commercial bermuda-
grass sprigger.
•   Generated $82,466 in revenues from service
charges on farmer and dealer samples.
•   Tested 13,111 seed samples.
•   Conducted 4,769 special tests on seed such as
cool germ test, accelerated aging on soybeans,
and red rice test.
•   Performed a total of  28,977 tests on seed. 
•   Issued 129 phytosanitary certificates on seed
for export.
•   Received 143 applications for seed inspection
fees.
•   Collected $123,118.05 in seed inspection fees 
for three quarters.

Feed, Fertilizer, Lime and Soil-Plant
Amendments Program

•   Registered 532 feed manufacturers.
•   Collected 5,105 feed samples.
•   Registered 2,417 fertilizer products from 338
fertilizer companies.
•   Registered 78 lime products from 49 distribu-
tors.
•   Conducted 1,125 fertilizer samples.

•   Collected 146 lime samples.
•    Collected $127,021 in product registration fees.
•   Collected $503,563 in tonnage fees.
•  Assessed and collected $11,927 in deficient
penalties. 

Public Information Program

Exhibited and distributed information on
cogongrass and noxious weeds in Tupelo at the
2005 North Mississippi Garden Exposition,
which attracted more than 5,000 participants, and
"Hunters’ Night" at the Oktibbeha County Co-
op, which attracted more than 1,500 participants.
•    Edited, designed and produced the September
2005, December 2005, March 2006 and June 2006
quarterly newsletter, Plant Industry News. 
•    Conducted pesticide safety teaching station
for more than 3,500 sixth graders attending
Farm Safety Day Camps in Marion, Smith, Jasper
and Leake counties in October and November
2005.
•    Provided exhibit and pesticide applicator
information for annual meeting of  Mississippi
Agricultural Consultants Association at
Mississippi State University, February 2006.
•    Produced news releases on Section 18
exemptions for non-registered uses of  pesticide
products.
•    Produced numerous news releases covering
pesticide, plant pest, feed, fertilizer, lime and
seed programs.

----------
Mike Tagert, Bureau Director 

E-mail:  MikeT@mdac.state.ms.us
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Mississippi Farmers Market

The Mississippi Farmers Market was created
by an Act of  the Legislature, House Bill 54 Laws
of  1946.  The Market was created to provide facil-
ities for the efficient handling of  farm products in
the interest of  the farmer, consumer, general pub-
lic and the State of  Mississippi.

In February of  2006, the new Farmers
Market moved to the new 18,000 square foot
market facility located at the corner of  Jefferson
and High Street.

The market rents space for seasonal fruit and
vegetable farmers in order to sell directly to the
consumer.  There is no middle man, no big chain
supermarket but; just the best food coming
straight from the field.  This increases the annual
net profits for farmers.

The Mississippi Farmers Market operates
from a "Special Fund Account."  
A summary of  income sources:  
•   Thirty-two stall rentals 
•   Restaurant
•   General facility rental

Fruit and Vegetable

Mississippi Department of  Agriculture and
Commerce has a newly-formed Fruit and
Vegetable Division.  This division's purpose is to
assist our fruit and vegetable growers with plant-
ing, marketing, or any problem growers might
have.  

MDAC has three fruit and vegetable drop
points in Mississippi, located in Bassfield,
Booneville, and Lucedale.  The purpose of  these
drop points is to give growers someone locally
with which to work. In Bassfield, we have located
our Revolving Fund, which is a $1.9 million fund
set up to give our growers fast pay when they sell

extended the program into the school systems.
MDAC works very closely with the Mississippi
Public School Nutritional Purchasing Agent, who
receives all orders from the state's schools for pro-
duce needed for school cafeterias.  MDAC then
finds growers to supply the school system with the
required fruits and vegetables.  The first year
MDAC participated in this program it created
more than a $330,000.00 new market for
Mississippi growers.  Other than our growers hav-
ing a new market, school children are being intro-
duced to locally-grown fruits and vegetables.

----------
John Campbell, Market Manager 
E-mail:  JohnCa@mdac.state.ms.us

their products.  When a Mississippi grower sells
his produce and as soon as Bassfield receives the
Bill of  Lading showing the buyer has accepted the
shipment, the grower is paid within five days out

of  this fund.  The buyer pays MDAC instead of
the grower.  Each grower and buyer must sign an
acknowledgement with MDAC that they under-
stand the terms and regulations of  MDAC's
Revolving Fund. 

A new and exciting program that MDAC has
been working with is the Farm to School Program.
This program is run by the Department of
Defense, which for years bought produce from
local growers for military bases.  They have now

Mississippi Farmers Market front entrance in Jackson, Mississippi

Mississippi Department of
Agriculture and Commerce fruit

and vegetable drop points
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The main mission of  the Consumer
Protection Division is to ensure food quality and
safety at the retail level, as well as ensuring fairness
and equity in the marketplace through the admin-
istration and enforcement of  certain laws and reg-
ulations designed primarily to protect the interest
of  the general public.  

In FY 2006, the division continued improve-
ment in efficiency. The chart above represents
increased inspection activity with no additional
personnel. 

Four warning letters and one legal complaint
were issued to four retail food establishments for
critical violations cited under the Mississippi Food
Sanitation Law.  A civil penalty in the amount of
$2,300.00 was issued for the legal complaint.

The Consumer Protection Division is one of
the most diversified divisions in the Department

of  Agriculture and Commerce. In addition to cer-
tain retail food sanitation responsibilities, this divi-
sion also has weights and measures responsibili-
ties. The division also administers five other laws
as well as conducts meat compliance inspections
in retail food establishments under a USDA
Cooperative Agreement and a natural disaster
partnership with the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration.      

The numbers below give an idea of  the scope
of  our responsibilities:

•   Retail store inspections 5,086
•   Pre-packaged items weighed  31,433    

(9.06 % rejected)
•   Cases of  shell eggs inspected 50,005
•   Scales tested (100 pounds or less) 5.202

(3.13 % rejected)
•   Labeling Inspections 4,073
•   Meat compliance inspections 4,239

•   Sanitation inspections 4,559
(1.21 % failed)             

•   Disposition of  garbage store 
inspections 4,562  

•   UPC price verification inspections 212

The Consumer Protection Division has con-
tinued to increase efficiency both in the field and
office through the use of  laptop computers and a
specialized computer software inspection pro-
gram for field inspection staff  and office person-
nel. The division will strive to continue a cooper-
ative working relationship with other state and
federal agencies to protect the general publics.     

----------
John Tillson, Director 

E-mail:  JohnT@mdac.state.ms.us

Consumer Protection
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Number of Retail Food Sanitation Inspections FY04 through FY06

Division inspector is inspecting a
meat grinder for proper cleaning

and sanitation in a retail
food establishment. 



The Meat Inspection Division continues to
increase productivity by taking advantage of
newly-developing technology.  There is a new
electronic version of  the existing inspection sys-
tem, which has been installed on all computers
that field personnel use in performing inspection
duties.  This system electronically schedules work,
receives and transfers inspection findings, files
and stores the associated information and
retrieves it for supervisory and administrative use.
This results in savings in supplies, postage, and
time and allows this division to concentrate more
of  its resources toward food safety for the con-
sumers.  

The Meat Inspection Division is moving from
organoleptic inspection to more and newly-evolv-
ing scientific methods of  assessing the effective-
ness of  food safety systems.  This division is con-
stantly implementing new scientific advancements
in food safety.  Each establishment that produces
meat products now have interventions in place to
eliminate or control the pathogens that are most

likely to cause food borne illness.  The success of

these interventions decreases the instances of  ill-
nesses caused by consuming meat food products
and increases the assurance of  safety in the prod-
ucts that consumers now purchase and serve to
their families.

This assurance becomes more critical as more
of  the products produced are intended to be con-
sumed with little or no further preparation.
Products that are either ready to eat (cold cuts,
jerky, sausages, etc.) or intended only to be heated

and served (refrigerated/frozen entrees, prepared
pizzas, etc.) fall into these categories.

We are continuing to learn as our food safety
systems evolve.  The resulting safer meat food
supply is the goal we all seek to achieve.  As new
technologies emerge and are implemented, we
become closer to the goal of  total assurance of
safety in the meat food products that the public
consumes.
•   Pounds of  red meat inspected     62,185,343
•   Pounds of  poultry inspected       5,693,006
•   Number of  animals inspected     80,691
•   Number of  quail inspected         185,864
•   Number of  rabbits inspected      81,867
•   Number of  state meat plants      47

licenses issued
•   Number T/A plant (no state      22

license required)                        
----------

Richard Benton, Director 
E-mail:  RichardB@mdac.state.ms.us
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The Petroleum Products Inspection Division
insures the quality of  fuel purchased in the state
through the testing of  retail motor fuel samples
which include gasoline, ethanol blended fuel,
diesel fuel, biodiesel fuel, and kerosene.  The
agency is also responsible for validating the cali-
bration of  retail motor fuel dispensing devices,
through random retail device inspections.
Inspections were conducted on 3,560 retail loca-
tions and involved almost 60,000 individual pump
meters.  The division conducts routine random
pump meter and fuel quality inspections in
response to numerous consumer complaints typi-
cally addressed within a 24-hour period. 

The Petroleum Products Inspection Division
also tests hi-volume meters using sophisticated
equipment such as a 150-gallon calibration trailer
and a 60-gallon calibration trailer.  The division

Consumer Protection - Petroleum Division
has completed its fleet of  state of  the art slide-in
calibration units bringing the total to ten units,
one for each inspector within the division.  The
PPID continues to use the Zeltex octane analyz-
ers as a screening device to assist in sampling the
quality of  Mississippi gasoline.  The division
recently went on line with the WinWam
Computer software designed specifically for
weights and measures officials.  This completes
the computerization of  the entire Regulatory
Services Bureau.  Newly acquired testing equip-
ment at the Petroleum Laboratory will allow more
thorough testing of  biodiesel fuel and ethanol
blended fuel.

•   Stations registered 3,560
•   Petroleum pumps tested 59,958
•   Petroleum products samples 2,860
•   Violations issued 1,195
•   Stop sales for fuel violations 136
•   Stop sales for calibration violations 136
•   Stop sales for sign violations 12
•   Stop sales for water violations 37
•   Total nozzles 49,884

----------
Bob Louys, Director 

E-mail:  Robert@mdac.state.ms.us
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Inspector is checking octane

Inspector is grading 
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Consumer Protection - Weights and Measures Division

Information Management Division

The Weights and Measures Division is
charged with the calibration and testing of  all
large and intermediate scales and measurement
equipment used in commerce and trade and the
regulation of  pulpwood receiving facilities,
sawmills and public weighmasters.  In addition,
the division provides training to inspectors on
laws, rules and regulations administered by the
division, emphasizing how enforcement is to be
used to better serve the citizens of  the State of
Mississippi.

•   Heavy scales tested 1,296; rejected 205
•   Intermediate scales tested 3,200; rejected 

232
•   Livestock scales tested 109; rejected 6
•   Rail scales tested 32; rejected 4
•   Grain moisture meters tested 147
•   All other inspections 529, failed 21

State Metrology Laboratory

The Metrology Laboratory welcomed the
addition of  William Bell, a recent graduate of
Alcorn State University with a degree in

Mathematics.  William gained his NIST certifica-
tion and is now performing calibrations alongside
Laboratory Director John L. Sullivan. The
Laboratory is charged with calibrating standards
for the certification and calibration of  devices
used in trade.  

•   Calibrations of  mass and volume standards 
4173

•   Two metrology lab employees
----------

Connie Braswell, Director 
E-mail:  Connie@mdac.state.ms.us

and required minimal effort to reconfigure sys-
tems.

•   Each year, IMD staff  takes pride in planning
network infrastructure goals, which include disas-
ter recovery and deployment of  preventive mea-
sures to effectively manage virus and hacker
attacks. During the last two-year period, with the
exception of  telecommunication links in remote
offices, the agency's computer network was avail-
able 99.8% of  all business hours.

----------
Umesh Sanjanwala, Director 

E-mail:  Umesh@mdac.state.ms.us

the Jackson and the Starkville offices. The video
conference system enhances the agency's ability to
communicate with our remote office in Starkville
and other governmental agencies such as the
MSU Extension Service, USDA, and Farm
Bureau Federation. Since its implementation, the
conferencing system provides the staff  with video
conferencing capabilities to conduct business
meetings, attend online educational seminars, per-
form bid-openings, and allow ad hoc meetings
with staff  in the Starkville office and other gov-
ernment agencies. The agency has benefited from
this technology in cost savings of  valuable travel
time and vehicle fuel cost while increasing staff
employee efficiency and productivity.

•   Designed and implemented information
database systems to manage catfish and livestock
program applicants, provided audit trail, and
reported financial information of  two USDA
grant programs. The systems resulted in disburse-
ment of  $10 million for 375 aquaculture farmers
and $760,000 for 1,370 livestock farmers.

•   Implemented a web-based security camera sys-
tem for the Jackson office and an employee photo
identification and access control card system for
Human Resources division.

•   IMD successfully completed an information
security assessment with the help of  an indepen-
dent security consultant. The agency earned an
overall low-risk rating, which reflects the agency
has done a fair job of  protecting key systems and
that vulnerabilities were fairly difficult to exploit

The Information Management Division
(IMD) is primarily responsible for providing
information technology and services to all
employees of  the Mississippi Department of
Agriculture and Commerce. Also, IMD provides
technical and network support, applications devel-
opment and systems support, and strategic plan-
ning services for both the Mississippi Board of
Animal Health and the Mississippi State Fair
Commission. 

IMD plays a critical role in (a) aligning infor-
mation technology with the agency's business
goals, (b) providing the infrastructure resources to
support the agency's communication and decision
making, and (c) exploring emerging technologies
to promote agriculture and commerce in the state.

The Information Management Division suc-
cessfully accomplished the following major pro-
jects during the last fiscal year:

•   Automated the Petroleum Products Division
with implementation of  new laptops and regula-
tory inspection software for the field staff. Today,
the field staff  is fully trained and equipped with
state-of-the-art technology to conduct regulatory
inspections of  petroleum products and gas
pumps in adherence to the state and national reg-
ulations, and inspectors can capture and transmit
regulatory inspection data electronically to the
main office and generate inspection reports at the
business site.

•   Implemented a video conferencing system in

Inspections and Personnel for FY04 through FY06
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Marketing Division

Agriculture is Mississippi's number one indus-
try, employing approximately 30% of  the state's
workforce either directly or indirectly.  Agriculture
in Mississippi is a 5.6 billion-dollar industry.
There are approximately 42,000 farms in the state
covering 11 million acres.  Agriculture makes a
significant contribution to all 82 counties.   The
Market Development Division is dedicated to
promoting and heightening the public's awareness
of  Mississippi's agriculture commodities and the
farmers and ranchers who produce them.

Agriculture Awareness

•   Presented agriculture's message to ten schools
and civic organizations

•   Participated in conferences and festivals in
Mississippi

•   Conducted agriculture-related promotions at
the State Capitol during the Legislative  
Session

•   Distributed thousands of  recipes using 
products grown in Mississippi

•   Counseled with companies and producers
•   Worked with the new Mississippi Farmers 

Market to promote agriculture and healthy 
eating through cooking demonstrating and
other events. 

International Trade

•   Member of  the Southern United States Trade
Association, encompassing 16 southern states
whose mission is to increase exports for
United States agriculture and high value
foods

•   Department conducted tours and gave 
presentations to more than 100 international 
visitors

•   Counseled individuals and associations on
export opportunities

•   Hosted the “Go South” trade mission, which
introduced Mississippi produce to Canadian 
grocery stores.

Public Information

Since 1917, the farming community through-
out Mississippi has had access to one of  the most
important farming tools there is, the Mississippi
Market Bulletin. The Mississippi Market Bulletin is a
buy/sell newspaper for farmers to advertise their
agricultural items that have been raised, grown,
produced or operated on their farms.  It is the
best source for information regarding: machin-
ery/equipment, livestock, plants/seeds, agricul-
tural real-estate, or anything related to Mississippi
agriculture. It provides a wealth of  information
delivered to farmers' doors 24 times a year. The
Mississippi Market Bulletin is a semi-monthly publi-
cation, published on the 1st and 15th of  each
month. Its circulation of  46,000 subscribers is
not limited to in-state residents, but goes to out-
of-state residents as well.

•   Information to statewide media on all 
important agricultural events

•   An agricultural commodity directory 
distributed statewide and located on the web
at www.mdac.state.ms.us 

•   A fruit and vegetable guide

Trade Shows, Conferences and Fairs

•   Mississippi State Fair
•   Garden and Patio Show
•   Dixie National Rodeo and Parade
•   Oklahoma SUSTA Conference
•   Florida SUSTA Conference
•   Deep South Fruit and Vegetable Growers 

Conference
•   National Association of  State Departments 

of  Agriculture

Organic Certification Program

In 2004, the Mississippi Department of
Agriculture and Commerce was granted its certi-
fication that allows for farmers to be certified as
organic growers.  There are currently seven
trained inspectors, one state director and one
state coordinator.  

Make Mine Mississippi Program

This unique marketing program was created
to highlight products 51% produced, manufac-
tured or enhanced in Mississippi.  Using a logo to
identify these Mississippi value-added products,
the program has heightened consumer awareness
about the quality and availability of  Mississippi
products.  

Legislation was passed in April 1999, provid-
ing the foundation for Make Mine Mississippi.  At
the end of  FY 2006, 965 companies across the
state and in 30 categories belonged to the pro-
gram.  Funding secured for the Cooperative
Promotions Reimbursement Program in

November 1999 has been a major benefit to mem-
bers.  Using this program, members have increased
sales and helped their businesses grow, adding to
the economy of  our state.

•   From the inception of  the cooperative promo-
tions fund in 1999 to the end of  FY 2006, five 
hundred eighty-eight companies were allocat- 
ed funding.

•   A total of  $578,146 has been awarded.
•   The companies reported $91,643,419 in sales

as a result of  the promotional activities paid 
for in part by this program.

•   Businesses are currently reporting some 3,592  
new jobs created as a result of  the Make Mine 
Mississippi program.

•   Make Mine Mississippi is meant to unify the 
promotion of  all Mississippi products, pro-
mote a position image of  the state and sell 
Mississippi products. 

Livestock Market News Service

The Livestock and Grain Market News pro-
gram is a Federal/State cooperative agreement.
There is one livestock and grain reporter supervis-
ing the dissemination of  livestock reports, collec-
tion and disseminating grain price information,
voicing radio and television broadcasts to 75 radio
stations and one television station informing the
agriculture community of  livestock prices.   

This office provides price information on live-
stock and grain to lending institutions, university
agricultural economists, consultants and livestock
associations.  A livestock report is issued in the
Mississippi Market Bulletin that has a circulation of
46,000 readers per year.

Fourteen livestock auction markets are report-
ed by nine cross-trained Mississippi Board of
Animal Health personnel.  Prices collected from
the fourteen sales represent 85% of  all the live-
stock markets throughout the state. 

----------
Andy Prosser, Director 

E-mail:  Andy@mdac.state.ms.us
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Charts and Graphs
Egg Marketing Board

Special Funds

Total Revenues $49,072
Total Expenditures $25,022

Central Farmers Market
Special Funds

Total Revenues $10,441
Total Expenditures $17,174

MDAC Support Budget
FY 2006

Total General Fund
Appropriations Revenue $13,039,220
Total Expenditures $12,226,216

Egg Marketing Board

Central Farmers Market

General & Special Funds

Special Funds Only

Special Funds Only

Total Revenue $5,767,845
Total Expenditures $4,954,841



Charts and Graphs
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General Fund Only

Total General Fund
Appropriations Revenue $7,271,375
Total Expenditures $7,271,375

General Fund Only


