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A Year of Service
Winston Churchill famously noted that 
“we make a living by what we do, but 
we make a life by what we give.” 
MCVS continually asks itself “what 
can I give to the communities of our 
state and nation?” We believe the 
answer is resoundingly service, 
leadership, and results.

Giving Service
2011 marked the tenth anniversary of 
the attacks of September 11. Most of 
us will never forget the moment we 
heard the news or the feeling of dread 
and anxiety that accompanied it.  It 
was out of those dark days that came 
the September 11 Day of Service and 
Remembrance—a day all Americans 
could reach out to one another and 
say “we will persevere.” This year, 
Governor Haley Barbour issued a 
proclamation marking September 11, 
2011 as a voluntary Day of Service 
and Remembrance for all 
Mississippians, heralding a call to 
citizens and organizations of the state 
to join in activities of tribute, solemn 
remembrance, and charitable service.

Giving Leadership
Volunteers are a powerful catalyst for 
community change, and their efforts 
make the most of limited resources.  
Over 11,000 citizens participated in 
national service programs in the state 
this year. Those committed individuals  
served through 260 nonprofits, public 
agencies, schools, or faith-based 
groups tutoring and mentoring at-risk 
youth, assisting veterans and military 
families, providing health services, 

restoring the environment, responding 
to disasters, building homes, and 
engaging volunteers.  

In addition to the outstanding efforts 
of national service participants, MCVS 
also recognizes the significant impact 
that Mississippi’s community 
volunteers have on our state. Since 
1993, the Governor’s Initiative for 
Volunteer Excellence Awards have 
honored the accomplishments of 
some of Mississippi’s finest 
volunteers. 2011 saw the largest slate 
ever of GIVE Award recipients, with 
fourteen individuals and organizations 
honored, and seven honorable 
mentions named. These exemplary 
volunteers truly lead by example, 
freely giving their talents to help solve 
serious community problems ranging 
from healthcare and family advocacy 
to environmental impact and disaster 
relief. It is a tremendous honor to work 
with these esteemed champions of 
service and we anticipate continued 
strides in increasing volunteer impact 
through telling their stories and 
following their lead.

Giving Results
MCVS is quite proud to be at the 
forefront of the national service 
movement in 2011. Mississippi was 
fortunate to have access to over $30 
million in federal national service 
funding, including $8.9 million in Segal 
AmeriCorps Education Awards. As the 
year comes to a close, though, 
Mississippi and the nation face 
unprecedented challenges in securing 
continued funding for these efforts. 

We are actively seeking new and 
creative ways to diversify our service 
portfolio. Our coffers might be lean, 
but our human collateral has never 
been stronger. Senior Corps and 
AmeriCorps members alone gave over 
2.8 million service hours, the value of 
which represents an economic 
contribution of $59.9 million to 
Mississippi communities. These hours 
of service include tutoring 32,430 
students, refurbishing and/or 
weatherizing 183 homes (not to 
mention assisting with building 25 
new ones!), engaging over 5,000 
children in service-learning projects 
across the state and many more 
notable and worthwhile activities.

Our mission is to promote service as a 
way of life. It’s about providing 
leadership to our thriving 
communities, and we’re getting 
results. Across this great state, there 
are volunteers getting the job done by 
making a difference in the lives of our 
citizens. While looking back on this 
year’s accomplishments is rewarding, 
it is imperative to know that 
everything we do hinges on 
recognizing that each of us has 
something valuable to offer.  
Unthinkable losses are being matched 
by overwhelming outpourings of 
compassion, heroism and 
determination, especially here at 
home. Thank you, Mississippi, for 
changing lives by sparing your time, 
proffering your leadership, and 
maximizing the results of your labors 
by serving with us.
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W.  David  Mallery,  MCVS  Executive  Director
Clearing debris after a tornado peeled away external walls of a Leakesville home

The mission of the Mississippi 

Commission for Volunteer 

Service is to engage and 

support Mississippians of all 

ages and backgrounds in 

service to their communities.
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The Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service 
(MCVS) is the state office of volunteerism. Since the 
agency was established by executive order in 1994, 
MCVS has worked to encourage a culture of 
citizenship, service and responsibility to America. In 
partnership with the Corporation for National and 
Community Service (CNCS), Mississippi Institutions 
of Higher Learning, Mississippi Department of 
Education, Mississippi Center for Nonprofits, and 
faith-based and community organizations statewide, 
MCVS is fostering community engagement and 
building volunteer capacity throughout the state. 

The bulk of MCVS programs support and enhance 
Pre-K and K-12 education initiatives throughout the 
state, teaching students vital skills they will carry with 
them throughout their lives. National service 
opportunities contribute heavily to Mississippi 
workforce development, offering participants 
practical experience and on-the-job training.

Mississippians are no strangers to hardship and peril; 
but while it’s made us tough, we haven’t let it make 
us hard. We take care of our own, whether it’s in 
times of disaster, or the everyday heroism of 
investing time and energy into our neighborhoods, 
schools and churches. No matter how daunting, 
Mississippians jump in to help with little thought of 
thanks or recognition. Volunteering isn’t a pastime for 
Mississippians; it is an integral part of our culture. 

At the 2011 National Conference on Volunteering and 
Service, co-sponsored by CNCS and the Points of 
Light Institute (POLI), Governor Haley Barbour 
applauded AmeriCorps and the tireless volunteers 
who have worked in Mississippi in the five years 
since Hurricane Katrina. “For those of us who have 
had to deal with big disasters or serious problems in 
our schools, volunteers matter. Period,” said 
Governor Barbour. "Where the rubber met the road, 
and still does for that matter, was the volunteers who 
came, and kept coming... A million volunteers in five 
years, and they keep coming." 

Our story—the story of volunteerism in Mississippi—
is about service as a way of life. It’s about leadership 
in our communities, our schools and our churches. 
And it’s about results—statewide, volunteers and 
national service members are getting things done, 
making a difference for our children, our seniors, our 
veterans and military families. 

Volunteers are writing the story of Mississippi’s future 
today. We invite you to join us for a look back at our 
successes and impact through 2011, and then to put 
your talents, hobbies and skills to work in your own 
community. We can rise to meet our state’s 
challenges—not as isolated individuals, but as 
committed neighbors building a better, brighter future 
for all Mississippians.

“For those of us who have 

had to deal with big 

disasters or serious 

problems in our schools, 

volunteers matter. Period.”
Governor Haley Barbour

Volunteer Mississippi 

Ten Ways to Support MCVS
1.  Volunteer at www.volunteermississippi.org.

2.  Subscribe to our eNewsletter at www.mcvs.org.

3.  Follow us on Twitter (@VolunteerYall), and Like us on 
Facebook.

4.  Serve in a national service program. 

5.  Ask for the “Volunteer Y’all!” license plate.

6.  Participate in a National Day of Service.

7.  Commit part of your state tax refund to MCVS through 
the Voluntary Contributions Check-off (State Income Tax 
Return, Line 30 K).

8.  Learn more about bringing national service and 
volunteer programs to your community.

9.  Become a knowledgeable advocate for volunteerism 
and national service in Mississippi.

10.  Nominate an outstanding volunteer for a GIVE Award.
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Left:  Capital City Rebuilds AmeriCorps member Angela Sanders paints a wall at the Genesis Food Bank. 
Top right:  Piney Woods School Changing the World AmeriCorps members Michael Franklin, Schlander Grandison and Alonso Williams 
cultivate green thumbs at the Crystal Springs Head Start Center. Bottom right:  America Reads—Mississippi AmeriCorps member, Navy 

vet, and volunteer firefighter Kendra Phelps (left) speaks about fire safety to Batesville Intermediate School students. 

Many Mississippians have extensive backgrounds in 
volunteerism, but don’t even realize it. Even the most 
engaged Mississippians are often reluctant to call 
attention to their good deeds: the Hospitality State 
could easily be renamed the Humility State.

If you’ve participated in or chaperoned school 
activities, led Sunday school classes, coached little 
league, helped clear debris after a storm, played with 
dogs at a local shelter, campaigned for a political 
candidate or cause, worked in a community garden, 
run errands for an elderly or disabled neighbor, or 
handed out water during a road race—

congratulations! You’re a volunteer. You’ve invested in 
Mississippi’s future, and have become a stakeholder 
in its success. 

If you’ve never volunteered before, you might discover 
some surprising and beneficial “side effects” from the 
experience. Studies show serving others combats 
depression, widens your social circles, boosts self 
esteem, and can even provide practical career 
training. Visit www.mcvs.org today, and search for 
volunteer opportunities in your preferred areas of 
interest or expertise. 

I Don’t Volunteer…Do I?

http://www.mcvs.org
http://www.mcvs.org
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AmeriCorps programs offer individuals a unique 
opportunity to improve communities through service.  
MCVS awards AmeriCorps State grants to 
organizations throughout the state addressing 
Mississippi’s greatest needs. AmeriCorps members 
devote a year of their lives to make a difference; 
they’re in classrooms, community centers, agencies 
and nonprofits throughout Mississippi. They are 
empowering individuals with disabilities to take back 
their independence, and fostering an attitude of hard 
work and play for Mississippi's youth. Members 
create lasting change by recruiting local leaders and 
volunteers, and training them to enact change in their 
own neighborhoods.

While national service is not generally viewed as 
employment, AmeriCorps programs offer skills 
training, continuing education and other benefits. 
These opportunities enable members to better serve 
local needs while gaining work experience. Some 
programs offer members a small living stipend, 
making national service one of Mississippi’s Top 15 
employers. Interest in AmeriCorps programs has 
skyrocketed: in 2011, 1,848 individuals submitted 
applications to compete for 696 positions.

AmeriCorps Programs 

Mississippi Cross Stream Council
MCVS is committed to fostering a statewide collaborative national service network. The Mississippi Cross 
Stream Council includes representatives from the CNCS State Program Office, staff from AmeriCorps State 
and National, VISTA, NCCC, Senior Corps, and the Mississippi Volunteer Center network. The Council 
advises, enhances and strengthens Mississippi’s national service efforts through unified outreach, 
communication, collaborative projects, training and technical assistance. The first Cross Stream 
Conference was held in February 2011, providing relevant workshops tailored to the Mississippi national 
service experience and opportunities for staff to network, collaborate and maximize national service 
impact. The Cross Stream Council also coordinated statewide project registration and support for two 
National Days of Service, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day and September 11 Day of Service and Remembrance, 
bringing all streams of national service together to maximize volunteer recruitment efforts, expand our 
outreach, and raise awareness of these powerful days of service. The Cross Stream Council continues its 
work in spreading the word about national service program impact and availability throughout Mississippi. 
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During the 2010-2011 program year, 
our 10 AmeriCorps State programs:

• tutored 17,146 students in school and 15,284 
students in out of school time.

• assisted with 25 new home builds, 149 home 
refurbishings, and 34 home weatherizations.

• transitioned 21 individuals with disabilities from 
assisted living into independent living.

• recruited 29,386 volunteers who gave 214,164 
hours of time participating in service projects 
coordinated by AmeriCorps members.

• earned $2.4 million in education awards for 
college tuition or to repay qualified student loans.

“We’re teaching [AmeriCorps members] how 
to be good members of the workforce by 
providing them with responsibility and 
opportunity. These are homegrown people 
making a difference for Mississippi’s future.” 

 Principal Kathy Swalm, Magee Elementary

Promoting healthy futures:  Capital City Rebuilds AmeriCorps 
member Jasmine Knight steadies a Galloway Elementary student 

at a bicycle training workshop in Jackson.
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Supporting Education 
Over 90% of the MCVS AmeriCorps State program portfolio 
directly supports education. These initiatives infused nearly 
$16 million into the Mississippi education system this year. 

Literacy programs, such as America Reads–Mississippi, Boys 
& Girls Clubs of the Gulf Coast, Grenada School District’s 
AmeriCorps Learning Quilt program, and the Capitol City Early 
Literacy Corps ensure Mississippi’s youth have the tools to 
succeed in the classroom and after-school programs. 
YouthBuild Gulf Coast also helps young people gain 
construction skills while earning their GEDs.

AmeriCorps National Direct programs administered by CNCS, 
including 200 full-time Digital Opportunity Trust Teach Up! 
AmeriCorps members and 235 full-time Teach for America 
AmeriCorps members, are also supporting education in 
Mississippi by helping to integrate technology in classrooms 
and providing high-quality educators in the Delta.

The AmeriCorps Pledge

I will get things done for America—
to make our people safer,
smarter, and healthier.

I will bring Americans together
to strengthen our communities.

Faced with apathy,
I will take action.

Faced with conflict,
I will seek common ground.

Faced with adversity,
I will persevere.

I will carry this commitment
with me this year and beyond.

I am an AmeriCorps member,
and I will get things done.

National AmeriCorps Spirit of Service Award winner and Project LINC AmeriCorps member Dwight Owens was hit by a drunk 
driver in a car accident leading to paralysis. Owens spoke to Hattiesburg High School seniors about drunk driving and spinal 

cord injury, and recently published a book with Jon Praet about his experiences (www.stillstandingwithdwight.com).

AmeriCorps State Programs

America ReadsMississippi

Boys & Girls ClubsGulf Coast

City of Jackson

Grenada School District

Living Independence for
  Everyone (LIFE) of Mississippi

Piney Woods School

Playworks

Public Policy Center of Mississippi

University of Mississippi

University of Southern Mississippi
  Campus Link

University of Southern Mississippi
  Institute of Disability Studies

YouthBuild Gulf Coast

www.americorps.gov
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At the request of the Mississippi Department of Education and CNCS, in the 2010-11 program year MCVS 
began administration of population formula-based Learn & Serve America K-12 funding designated for sub-
granting to school districts to engage students in service activities linked to academic achievement and civic 
responsibility. In 2011, over 5,000 Mississippi K-12 students engaged in MCVS service-learning programs. 
Service learning improves communities while developing the lifelong habit of service in young people. 

Due to the elimination of federal funding for Learn & Serve America programs by Congress, MCVS will not be 
making these grants to school districts in the 2011-12 program year. However, we remain committed to the 
concept of service-learning and are seeking new ways to support service-learning initiatives in Mississippi.

“I went to Gulfport for Global Youth Service 
Day and met AmeriCorps members and 
students from all over the state. Together, we 
cleaned up the beach and learned about how 
the oil spill affected the Gulf and marine life. 
Afterward, I felt a different kind of bond with 
the beach that I hadn't felt before—like 
keeping the beach clean was my 
responsibility. I now work at the Jackson Zoo 
as a Junior Docent, volunteering to help with 
youth outreach and animal care. I enjoy being 
around other people who do volunteer work 
and care for their community. Being around 
leaders makes me want to live up to my 
maximum potential, and think about what I 
can do to improve myself and my community.”

Rhianna Harris, age 13
Chastain Middle School, Jackson

Engaging Youth

Global Youth Service Day participants, including Rhianna Harris (bottom, at left), and AmeriCorps NCCC members
sort recyclable trash and clean the Gulfport beach.
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Global Youth Service Day 
2011 marked the 23rd annual Global Youth Service Day, 
created to honor and mobilize children and youth in 
service to their communities. MCVS partnered with the 
Lynn Meadows Discovery Center and United Way of 
South Mississippi to host Love Your Beach, an event 
geared toward youth five years old and older and their 
families. 2011’s community service projects and service 
learning materials focused on the one year anniversary of 
the BP Oil Disaster. Fifty-nine participants collected 16 
bags of recyclable items and trash from Gulfport’s beach, 
raked and bagged 45 bags of leaves at the Lynn 
Meadows Discovery Center, and collected non-perishable 
food items for the Twelve Baskets Food Bank.
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In May 2011, MCVS organized its fourth statewide 
disability summit focusing on disaster preparedness 
for people with disabilities. The Connect 1 Summit is 
designed to unite national service programs, 
statewide disability organizations and emergency 
responders, to systematically approach disaster 
preparedness for the special needs population. The 
event produces a wealth of information and 
resources for those attending, and builds 
relationships beneficial for future growth in national 
service. Educational sessions were offered on 
understanding disabilities, including visual, physical, 
hearing, and cognitive impairments; emergency 
management, which focused on Mississippi's state 
and local emergency response systems, 
communication and evacuation procedures for 
persons with disabilities; emergency shelters, which 
covered the different types of emergency shelters and 
the services offered for persons with disabilities; and 
volunteer assistance, encompassing national service 
program opportunities as well as other volunteer 
programs available to assist the special needs 
population during emergencies. 2011 Summit 
participants included national service program 
managers, emergency responders, statewide disability 
organizations, nursing home representatives, hospital 
associates, and other health care professionals.

In September, approximately $60,000 was distributed 
in mini-grants to Mississippi national service programs 
for disability inclusion outreach. Ten national service 
programs were awarded funds ranging from $2,500 to 
$10,000. These grants supported activities engaging 
33,074 participants, and resulted in 265 new 
volunteers, including 119 volunteers who have 
disabilities, serving their communities.

MCVS hosted its third Disability Inclusion Recognition 
Banquet for Mississippi's national service programs 
and their members in November. The banquet 
highlights inclusive service practices and recognizes 
members and programs for outstanding contributions 
toward disability inclusion. Selected national service 
members shared their inclusion experience and the 
impact inclusion has made in their lives, and over 200 
recipients received recognition.

MCVS also provides trainings that focus on disability 
inclusion. 2011 trainings covered the following areas: 
outreach and recruitment, disability etiquette, legal 
responsibilities, accessibility, accommodations, ADA 
guidelines, understanding disabilities (visual, hearing, 
cognitive, and physical impairments), and emergency 
sign language. Additionally, 23 AmeriCorps and Senior 
Corps program directors represented Mississippi in 
December at the National Service Inclusion Project 
Disability Symposium held in Crystal City, Virginia.

Everyone Can Serve

Project LINC AmeriCorps members Zahriah Pittman, Demetrius 
Smith, Kelsie O’Steen, David Hopson, Christina Tims and Bertha 

Johnson feed local heroes on Make A Difference Day.

Independent Living Empowers Individuals with Disabilities
LIFE (Living Independence for Everyone) of Mississippi’s Project LINC AmeriCorps program ensures that 
individuals with disabilities have a choice in where they live, work, recreate and worship, and that 
individuals residing in or at risk of moving into institutional settings can access services to live freely in the 
community. 95% of Project LINC AmeriCorps members are individuals with disabilities. Through nine years 
of funding, Project LINC AmeriCorps members have successfully transitioned 140 individuals from nursing 
facilities into their own homes, provided skills training to 3,667 individuals to maintain independence, 
conducted 433 ADA surveys, and recruited 5,768 volunteers who provided 46,100 hours of service. Beyond 
the well-documented positive effects of independent living on individual quality of life, the Mississippi 
Division of Medicaid reports that each individual transitioned from institutional care to home and community 
based services saves the state $37,000 annually. The program has received national accolades for its vital 
work, including the 2008 Spirit of Inclusion Award. Project LINC AmeriCorps member Dwight Owens 
received the National AmeriCorps Spirit of Service Award in 2010.
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The Mississippi Disaster Preparedness and 
Response Project is the AmeriCorps VISTA 
(Volunteers in Service to America) project 
managed by MCVS, with a team of 45 VISTAs 
serving at faith-based and community 
organizations, colleges and universities, and 
local government agencies addressing issues of 
poverty in our state. MCVS AmeriCorps VISTA 
members strengthen and support their host site 
organizations by improving their infrastructure, 
expanding community partnerships, securing 
long-term resources, training program 
participants, and developing long-term, 
sustainable activities to help overcome poverty.

These members strategically implement a two-
pronged project plan, engaging community 
members and local leaders in collaboration as 
they prepare for and respond to disasters, while 
encouraging citizen volunteerism by building the 
capacity of host sites to effectively recruit and 
manage volunteers.

Launched in 2005, the Mississippi Disaster 
Preparedness and Response Project has 
deployed a total of 144 VISTAs throughout the 
state. The project’s overall impact is tremendous, 
engaging over 23,315 volunteers who served 
nearly 452,500 hours. These volunteers’ 
economic contributions are valued at over $6.9 
million by the leadership network Independent 
Sector’s value of volunteer time. 

MCVS AmeriCorps VISTAs have brought in over 
$1.7 million for their host sites by grant writing, 
fundraising, and securing in-kind donations. 

2011 proved to be another banner year for 
MCVS AmeriCorps VISTA programming, with its 
economic contribution to the state registering at 
$3,033,165.68. VISTA members recruited 8,658 
volunteers who served 129,263 hours at an 
estimated value of $2,761,057.68, and secured 
$272,108 in cash and in-kind resources—all 
accomplished with a federal program investment 
of $855,319 and local match of $10,296.

MCVS has endeavored to engage other national 
service programs in the state in this VISTA 
project. Our VISTAs have served with 
organizations also utilizing AmeriCorps State, 
NCCC, and Senior Corps programs, building the 
agencies’ capacity and incorporating disaster 
preparedness activities in their programs.

The MCVS AmeriCorps VISTA project will be 
completing its goals and activities this year, as 
the federal grant is at the end of its second 
three-year cycle. VISTA resources continue to be 
available to the state through the CNCS 
Mississippi State Program Office. 

AmeriCorps VISTA

University of Mississippi AmeriCorps VISTA members (from left) 
Alyssa Yuen, Emily Henson and Rosie Nelson present volunteer 

t-shirts at registration for Volunteer Oxford’s September 11 
Day of Service and Remembrance.
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MCVS AmeriCorps VISTA 
Program Impact

•144 VISTA members deployed statewide

•Nearly 452,500 hours served by 23,315 
volunteers valued at $6.9 million

•$1.7 million secured through grants, 
fundraising and in-kind donations
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Abigail Hubbard Stowell credits her mother for her sense of 
civic engagement. Stowell was active in Girl Scouts and 
participated in service projects through her church, but 
never considered herself a volunteer. In college, she 
traveled to Ecuador with a group of students to repaint and 
bring supplies to a mountaintop school. She considered 
serving abroad through the Peace Corps, but while the 
appeal of an international experience was undeniable, she 
was struck by domestic need. “I began to feel a bit selfish, 
and thought if I wanted to make a difference, I should start 
at home.”

Stowell served two years as the MCVS AmeriCorps VISTA 
Leader, where she worked extensively in supporting VISTA 
members and other volunteers. Abigail’s position put her in 
the thick of disaster recovery, coordinating volunteers at  
Volunteer City in Yazoo City in 2010, and the Volunteer 
Reception Center in Smithville in 2011. 

When Abigail’s second VISTA Leader term ended, she took 
a short break to get married before diving back into serving 
Mississippi’s communities. While job hunting, Stowell 
served her community by volunteering with the newly 

implemented Mississippi FoodCorps AmeriCorps program 
in the Jackson Public Schools system. Her VISTA 
experience has proven highly marketable, earning her a 
position with the Mississippi Center for Nonprofits. As an 
Assistant Program Coordinator, today Abigail helps 
coordinate the Center’s membership and training programs 
for nonprofits and nonprofit leaders. 

AmeriCorps Alums

Katrina French has known a life of service: she was a Youth 
Conservation Corps member, an AmeriCorps NCCC 
member in the Southeast, and a Field Team Leader for the 
North Central AmeriCorps NCCC campus. Her team 
“Cedar 1” was deployed from Iowa to the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast in response to the Deepwater Horizon Oil Disaster. 
The experience had a profound impact on Katrina’s life.  
Within two weeks of completing her term of service as a 
NCCC Team Leader, Katrina was back in Mississippi as an 
Oil Disaster AmeriCorps VISTA assigned to MCVS.  

“I was thrilled to come back. This was the one project that I 
couldn’t stop thinking about after I left.” French and three 
other Oil Disaster VISTAs assessed needs and assisted in 
nonprofit and government agency efforts in recovery. 
Katrina’s field experience made her a natural choice to 
write the MCVS Oil Disaster Volunteer Usage Plan and 
Volunteer Response Center Evaluation. This document 
ensures the lessons learned from the Deepwater Horizon 
Oil Spill response are preserved and will serve as a guide 
for future oil spill disasters. 

Katrina was named a White House Champion of Change 
(www.whitehouse.gov/champions) for her significant 
work in the aftermath of the BP Oil Disaster and her 
continued commitment to the Mississippi Gulf Coast and 
its people. She is now employed as a Disaster Liaison for 
the Corporation for National and Community Service in 
Washington, D.C. 

Abigail Hubbard Stowell in Smithville, MS

Katrina French in Washington, D.C.

Leadership Through Service

A Champion of Change

The national service member experience develops leadership skills and encourages a lifelong commitment to 
service. Abigail Hubbard Stowell and Katrina French are just two of the thousands of AmeriCorps alumni 
whose service changed Mississippi, and who found themselves changed along the way. Their stories are 
reflective of the many former AmeriCorps participants who continue to serve our communities and our 
country, long after their national service experience has ended (www.americorpsalums.org).
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Volunteering in Disaster

MCVS Executive Director W. David Mallery (right) and AmeriCorps NCCC Team “River 3” clear tornado debris in Leakesville.
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April of 2011 was ranked as the most active tornado 
month in U.S. history, with 750 tornadoes across the 
United States. Catastrophic storm systems tore 
through Mississippi, resulting in 29 counties being 
declared federal disaster areas. MCVS and 
AmeriCorps members worked with MEMA, 
Mississippi Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster 
(MSVOAD) and local Emergency Managers to 
establish nine VRCs to serve affected areas. MCVS 
also vetted additional collection sites and served as a 
public point-of-contact for volunteer efforts.

MCVS staff contacted local emergency management 
directors in the immediate aftermath of these storms 
to determine needs for volunteer assistance and 
donations management. Where necessary, MCVS 
staff trained local leaders to open and operate VRCs 
and/or donation drop-off points, and coordinated the 
reporting of local volunteer efforts to the state. 

One of the hardest hit areas was Monroe County, 
where an F5 tornado devastated Smithville, a 
community of approximately 1000 people. Seventeen 
people were killed when the tornado struck, or later 
died of their injuries. MCVS, with local and state 
emergency management officials, established a VRC 
at the town’s center. On the first day of operations, 
over 1,200 volunteers registered, received safety 
training and were deployed to work sites. Due to 
extreme destruction in the town, National Guard 
members assisted in the registration and deployment 
of volunteers responding to the Smithville area. 

Community and faith-based efforts were tremendous, 
with over 7,989 volunteers offering 35,570 recorded 
hours in service to Mississippians in need through 
VRCs statewide following the April storms. 

Record-Toppling Tornadoes Sweep the State

During emergencies, MCVS is the state agency responsible for coordinating volunteer efforts and donations 
management. Designated by the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) to coordinate 
volunteer assistance to communities affected by disasters, MCVS can activate Volunteer Response Centers 
(VRCs), serving multiple functions for local communities and for the individuals and organizations mediating 
disaster aftermath. VRCs act as registration and deployment points for volunteers; provide donation drop-off 
points; and may offer single-site access for resident supplies and services needed following an emergency, 
such as non-perishable food, water, clothing, debris removal support, and hygiene and baby products.
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Heavy rains spurred historic flooding along the Mississippi River in the summer of 2011, resulting in fourteen 
counties designated as federally declared disaster areas in our state. MCVS staff worked with county 
Emergency Managers to provide assistance of goods and services to those evacuated from their homes. 

AmeriCorps NCCC teams from the Southern Regional Campus in Vicksburg supported community outreach 
regarding evacuation and available services to displaced residents. Once the flood waters receded, volunteer 
agencies began to work with residents to repair homes, replace household and personal items, and assist 
with relocation as needed.

MCVS pre-registered over 
4,300 volunteers for flood 
response, but due to the 
unique nature of the 
flooding and the long-term 
standing water, most flood-
stricken areas were unable 
to utilize community 
volunteers. FEMA, MEMA, 
MSVOAD, and local 
Long-Term Recovery 
Committees continue to 
assist residents to rebuild 
and repair their homes and 
lives in 2012.

“The most extraordinary part of the four 
days that my team spent in the tight-knit 
community was the sense of unity and 
compassion. People had tree limbs poking 
through the walls into their living rooms 
and giant-sized holes in their roofs and 
would tell us that the tornado swept 
through their town for a reason, in order 
for people to appreciate what they have 
and for everyone to work together. They 
are simple enough messages, but when 
you were in my position, seeing the 
community for the first time, I was in awe. 
Getting to see that kind of community 
support and people from all over coming 
out of the woodwork to selflessly give their 
time, energy and muscle was inspiring… 
The southern states have been hit with 
disaster after disaster and I am so proud to 
be serving in AmeriCorps during this time 
when we can help those people who are in 
great need. It makes me feel like this was 
really a worthwhile venture.”

Sara Lamberson
“River 3” Team Member, AmeriCorps NCCC

Mississippi Rising: The Great Flood of 2011

MCVS Emergency Operations Manager Susan Gregersen and Washington County Emergency 
Management Assistant Director Larry Joe Miller examine a sand boil.

“River 3” AmeriCorps NCCC members, including Sara Lamberson (center),  
clear debris in Leakesville. Lamberson doesn’t let a broken foot stop her 

from “getting things done.” Photo courtesy Lauren Brown.
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It’s important for local and state emergency managers 
to focus on infrastructure and major needs in a 
community. However, Mississippi prides itself on its 
hospitality, and it’s often Mississippi businesses, 
churches, schools and individuals who emerge to 
address physical and emotional needs in disaster-
stricken communities. 

As the Smithville high school lay in ruins, volunteers 
came together to give these teens a sense of 
normalcy by organizing their prom. Cosmetologists, 
musicians and photographers donated their services 
to the students. An 18-wheeler filled with dressy attire 
for prom and graduation ensured this milestone 
wasn’t lost in the midst of the tragedy.

Smithville’s prom wasn’t an isolated incident. In the 
face of tremendous loss, the thousands of great and 
small acts of kindness from friends, neighbors and 
strangers added depth and vibrance to these 
communities. These stories are just a glimpse of the 
generosity shown to survivors of the April storms.

• When a Leakesville fitness group’s facility was 
destroyed, volunteers burned calories clearing 
storm debris. 

• Mississippi-based cellular provider C Spire 
deployed a mobile broadband cell site and charging 
station equipment to Smithville, enabling residents 
to make contact with loved ones, and expanding the 
reach of emergency management officials, first 
responders and disaster recovery teams.

• Sanderson Farms brought semi-trucks full of ice 
and chicken to feed residents and volunteers. 

• Soles4Souls, in conjunction with Mississippi Cares 
International, donated hundreds of pairs of shoes to 
affected communities. 

• In Monroe County, the Wren Volunteer Fire 
Department worked with the Amory Humane 
Society to ensure animal survivors were given 
medical attention, fed and sheltered. 

• Smithville’s athletic teams received donated 
equipment from local schools, universities, and 
professional sports, including the New York Giants 
and their former University of Mississippi 
quarterback Eli Manning. 

• Jackson-based broadcast company The Radio 
People used their stations to organize a massive 
donations drive. They collected goods from the 
Jackson area and delivered them via 18-wheeler to 
the Smithville VRC. 

• Mississippi Public Broadcasting teamed with the 
American Red Cross for a telethon to raise money 
for disaster relief. 

• Faith-based organization Eight Days of Hope rebuilt 
or repaired more than 50 homes in Mississippi.  

Volunteers are still working in communities statewide, 
repairing and rebuilding homes as well as providing 
other vital services to citizens in need, leading them 
from survival toward true recovery. 

Volunteer Recovery Efforts

“Thank You America”:  Smithville’s prom was organized by volunteers. Photo courtesy Blake McCollum Photography. 
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MCVS actively supports disaster preparedness for special 
needs populations and for collaboration among state and 
local agencies, faith and community-based organizations, 
educational institutions and national service programs.

MCVS held its fourth annual Connect 1 Disability Disaster 
Preparedness Summit this May in Jackson. The two-day 
event raised awareness of the needs of the disability 
community during emergency or disaster, and helped 
prepare emergency responders and other relief workers to 
accommodate those needs. Despite rising floodwaters 
and 43 counties designated as federal disaster areas, 
Connect 1 drew 300 national service program managers, 
emergency responders, statewide disability organizations, 
nursing home representatives, hospital associates, and 
other health care professionals, almost doubling 
attendance from 2010’s conference. This also marked the 
first year law enforcement officers could earn continuing 
education credit for workshops offered at the Summit.

MCVS assisted in planning the Tri-State VOAD (Voluntary 
Organizations Active in Disaster) Conference, also held in 
Jackson. In light of shared experiences throughout the 
region, the conference and exposition served to gather 

disaster relief leaders from Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and beyond, to share their experiences and 
best practices. The conference’s theme emphasized 
cooperation, collaboration, coordination and 
communication between states and organizations, 
“because disasters know no boundaries.”

Lieutenant General Russel Honore, known as the 
“Category Five General” for his work in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina, addressed the conference, 
emphasizing the importance of training every citizen to be 
their own first responder so that disaster relief 
organizations could focus on the “voiceless elderly, 
disabled and poor.”

MCVS staff members served as the conference fiscal 
agent, presented an exhibit highlighting MCVS programs, 
and joined a panel of state service commission directors 
and CNCS staff to share best practices for engaging 
national service resources in response and recovery. The 
conference explored behavioral health; disaster 
operations; immediate, post, and long-term response; 
FEMA case management pilot programs in Alabama and 
Mississippi; and corporate involvement in VOAD.

“The disability community has a tendency to shelter 
in place and avoid public shelters because of lack of 
accessibility and a fear their specific needs would 
not be met. The Connect 1 Summit is the only 
statewide conference targeted to emergency and 
first responders that addresses these issues.”

Christy Dunaway
Executive Director of LIFE of Mississippi, Inc.

Disaster Preparedness

Top:  The Connect 1 Summit offered attendees an opportunity to learn sign language helpful to first responders. 
Bottom:  America Reads—Mississippi AmeriCorps members from the University of Southern Mississippi co-hosted an emergency 

preparedness fair at Magee Elementary School.
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September 11 National Day of Service and Remembrance 
Each year, in honor of the September 11 National Day of Service and Remembrance, nonprofit organizations, 
faith-based groups, government at all levels, businesses, national service programs, and individuals work to 
re-ignite the spirit of unity and service that inspired Americans in the days following the September 11, 2001 
tragedy. In observance of the tenth anniversary of September 11, Governor Haley Barbour released a 
proclamation marking September 11, 2011 as a voluntary Day of Service and Remembrance, and issued a 
call to citizens and organizations in Mississippi to join in activities of tribute, solemn remembrance and 
charitable service. Mississippians responded in droves, with over 50 projects registered statewide. 

Congress advances citizen engagement in community volunteerism through recognition of two National Days 
of Service, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service and September 11 National Day of Service and 
Remembrance. MCVS encourages its programs, sub-grantees and partners to organize service projects in 
unity with other national service participants and volunteers across the country.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is recognized annually on 
the third Monday in January. This observance 
provides a day when people of all ages and 
backgrounds come together to improve lives, bridge 
social barriers, and move our nation closer to the 
“Beloved Community” that Dr. King envisioned. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. devoted his life’s work to 
causes of equality and social justice. He taught that 
through nonviolence and service to one another, 
problems such as hunger, homelessness, prejudice 
and discrimination can be overcome. 

Mississippi national service programs and volunteer 
centers registered 55 service projects in observation 
of the MLK Day of Service in 2011. Volunteers and 
national service members joined together to visit 
nursing home residents, provide basic maintenance 
for seniors' homes and public spaces, coordinate food, clothing and hygienic supply drives for the less 
fortunate, and engage children and community members in learning and discussion about the legacy and life 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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United We Serve

City of Oxford firefighters pack canned goods for 
the Oxford Food Pantry.

Volunteers and University of Mississippi national service 
participants—including Learn & Serve, VISTA and Campus Link 

AmeriCorps members—plant a community garden.

Serve.gov
United We Serve is a nationwide service 
initiative that helps meet growing social needs 
resulting from the economic downturn. This 
initiative aims to both expand the impact of 
existing organizations by engaging new 
volunteers in their work and encourage 
volunteers to develop their own "do-it-yourself" 
projects. Serve.gov is your online resource for 
not only finding volunteer opportunities in your 
community, but also creating your own. 



Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service  17

MCVS is among the first recipients awarded a 
national Volunteer Generation Fund grant, 
authorized by the Kennedy Serve America Act and 
administered by CNCS. The Mississippi Volunteer 
Generation program is designed to significantly 
increase volunteer participation and sustainable 
systems for volunteer management by 
strengthening and/or developing regional volunteer 
centers that operate as local volunteer hubs for 
their communities. Volunteer centers are an access 
point where residents can find meaningful 
volunteer work that contributes to the solutions of 
serious community issues. Further, volunteer 
centers often offer capacity-building and nonprofit 
leadership training for local agency partners.

MCVS sub-granted operational dollars and 
provided training and technical assistance to four 
existing volunteer centers, and helped initiate one 
new community volunteer center this year. 
Activities are geared toward helping volunteer 
centers strengthen their ability to connect citizens 
to meaningful volunteer work; recruit and place 
volunteers; manage community volunteer projects; 
recognize volunteers for outstanding service; 
provide the community with a reliable, web-based 
volunteer search engine and volunteer 
management system; offer training to nonprofit 

staff and volunteers; and help manage unaffiliated 
volunteers in times of disaster or emergency.

Investment in volunteer infrastructure generates a 
substantial return for the state. Volunteer centers have 
engaged more than 8,800 volunteers this year who gave 
29,600 hours of service to Mississippi communities. 
They recruited, connected and/or managed volunteers 
for 364 nonprofit organizations. Nearly 4,800 volunteers 
were recruited for service events, such as Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day, September 11 Day of Service and 
Remembrance, Make a Difference Day, Global Youth 
Service Day, National Volunteer Week, and many others. 
Volunteer centers provided 917 training hours, 
organized in-kind donations and work crews in the 
aftermath of the 2011 tornadoes and flood, and formally 
recognized more than 1,000 volunteers for their 
outstanding service.

Volunteer Centers

DeSoto County, especially the City of Hernando, was 
stunned by the tragic death of Noah Costa, just 16 years old 
and admired for his athletic, adventurous spirit and 
boundless energy. To honor him and raise funds to be 
granted to youth to experience the “unusual and unique,” 
Volunteer Northwest Mississippi gathered volunteers from 
throughout the county and organized Noah’s Gift Memorial 
5K Run/Walk/Skate. Over 75 community, youth and civic 
leaders—along with national service members—volunteered 
their time and talents, giving 200 participants the opportunity 
to move in memory of Noah. The event garnered over 
$42,000 for an endowment honoring Costa and his spirit. 

“It was a healing experience and amazing day for everyone 
involved who knew and loved Noah,” said Robin Costa, 
Noah’s mother. “I was overwhelmed with gratitude seeing 
that sea of blue shirts emblazoned with my son's name.” Robin is particularly grateful for the youth volunteers who were 
instrumental to the event’s success. “Recruiting these teen leaders as future community leaders is so very important, and 
they have all now worked on at least one project that captured their hearts.”

Noah’s Gift Memorial 5K Run/Walk/Skate
Community, Volunteer Center, and National Service Unite to Honor Youth’s Life, Passion

DeSoto skaters rally at the starting line—Noah’s hockey sticks, 
held by Reverend Chester Berryhill. Photo courtesy Robin Costa.

Mississippi Volunteer Center Network
United Way of Lowndes County Community Volunteer Center

United Way of South Mississippi Volunteer Center 

Volunteer Oxford

Volunteer Northwest Mississippi

Volunteer Starkville

www.volunteermississippi.org



18 

Volunteer Recognition

As a double major in history and religion at the University of 
Mississippi, Bowman Hitchens is an extremely busy young 
man. Nevertheless, Hitchens has become a campus leader 
in rallying volunteers and resources to a cause often 
overlooked by college students: homelessness. He has 
combated homelessness in Oxford and beyond by 
engaging students and community members in service 
with groups like the Oxford Homeless Task Force and 
Interfaith Compassion Ministries (ICM). Hitchens received a 
GIVE Award in 2011 for his work, particularly with ICM’s 
More Than a Meal program and the Ole Miss Box City 
Night, where students slept in cardboard boxes in The 
Grove. Over the summer, Hitchens and two friends raised 
over $43,000 for faith-based organizations by completing a 
daunting 61-day journey by kayak down the entirety of the 
Mississippi River. The young men documented their 

journey online at www.awakeinthecurrent.com. Presently, 
Hitchens serves his community as an AmeriCorps member 
with the University of Mississippi’s College Corps program. 

2011 GIVE Awards

Campus Leader Combats Homelessness

College Corps AmeriCorps members Bowman Hitchens (right) 
and Darrin Bynum sort locally collected donations.
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The Marsha Meeks Kelly Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in Volunteer Service

Sister Mary Trinita Eddington, Jackson

Outstanding Service in Children’s Advocacy
Deborah G. Braudis, Vancleave

Outstanding Achievement in the Arts & Humanities
Dr. James Brewer, Hazlehurst

Outstanding Achievement by a Public Servant
Alderman Lorine Cady, Southaven

Outstanding Humanitarian Service
Charles Haddad, Clinton

Outstanding Achievement by a Youth
Aubrey Elizabeth Hays, Gulfport

Outstanding Achievement by a College Student
Bowman Hitchens, Oxford

Outstanding Service in Disabilities Advocacy
William Le’Ron Jackson, Byram

Outstanding Service by a Faith-Based Volunteer
Henry E. Kremer, Gulfport

Outstanding Achievement in Education
Cathy Johnson, Madison 

Outstanding Business Volunteer Outreach
Hard Rock Biloxi, Biloxi

Outstanding Nonprofit Volunteer Outreach
MS Gulf Coast Black Nurse Association, Inc., Gulfport

Outstanding Volunteer Service by a Public/Private 
Partnership

MS Wing Civil Air Patrol, Jackson

Outstanding Achievement by a Media Organization
South Mississippi Living, Biloxi

First Lady Marsha Barbour presents a GIVE Award to Alderman Lorine Cady.

MCVS, in coordination with the Office of the 
Governor, celebrates the contributions of 
exemplary Mississippians through the 
Governor’s Initiative for Volunteer Excellence 
(GIVE) Awards. The GIVE Awards celebrate 
ordinary people in Mississippi doing 
extraordinary things to improve lives and 
communities across the state. The stories of 
these esteemed community leaders serve as 
inspiration for all Mississippians.
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MCVS is proud to honor Sister Mary Trinita Eddington with 
the 2011 Marsha Meeks Kelly GIVE Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in Volunteer Service. 

Sister Trinita’s passion for nursing began in 1953 while she 
was a novice in the Springfield, Illinois Dominican 
Community. Sister’s first mission assignment brought her 
to Jackson, where she enrolled in the St. Dominic School 
of Nursing in 1957. She has given her life to the people of 
our community and the world through St. Dominic Health 
Services. Sister Trinita has given years of nursing and 
professional expertise and has advocated and ministered 
to people who need her—doing this all from her heart, not 
receiving a paycheck.

Sister administers St. Dominic Community Health Clinic, 
providing free primary and preventative health care to 
those in need. Sister Trinita also works with organizations 
and community programs providing care to the 
underserved, including Stewpot, Inc., Prison Fellowship, 
Mental Health Association, United Way, Habitat for 
Humanity, American Red Cross, Catholic Charities of 
Jackson, Gateway Rescue Mission and Salvation Army.

International visitors interested in providing health care 
and education in their countries have sought Sister’s 
advice and expertise, and she has assisted many people 

worldwide by providing supplies and medications to 
people embarking on mission trips.

Sister assists other institutions, contributing to their 
success. These programs include: raising awareness of 
the University of Mississippi Medical Center’s Breast/
Cervical Cancer program for low-income women; 
participating in the American Social Health Department’s 
six-month, citywide sexually transmitted disease 
educational program; promoting Mississippi Department 
of Human Services’ National Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Month; and assisting the State Board of Health with 
educational aspects of testing for HIV, STD, diabetes, 
cholesterol and blood pressure.

Sister Trinita worked very closely with American Red Cross 
Disaster Relief programs, United Way and Catholic 
Charities during the 2005 Hurricane Katrina disaster 
response. Her work included gathering medical supplies 
and prescription medications, treating evacuees and 
providing referrals, and administering tetanus injections for 
groups helping in the rebuilding process.

Through many years living her dream as a nurse, Sister 
Trinita has enhanced the Catholic health ministry in myriad 
ways. Her caring hands and gentle heart bring comfort to 
the disenfranchised, sick and abandoned when they come 
to the clinic seeking help and wholeness. 

Sister Mary Trinita Eddington: A Life of Service
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Throughout the year, MCVS works in tandem with many organizations to systematically address the most critical needs 
in our communities. These entities range from federal partners to state agencies to community groups. It is through 
strong collaboration that MCVS brings service, leadership, and quantifiable results to Mississippi.

Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS)
CNCS is a federal agency that engages more than five million Americans in service through Senior Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn & 
Serve America, and leads the President’s call to service initiative, United We Serve. The mission of CNCS is to improve lives, 
strengthen communities, and foster civic engagement through service and volunteering. www.nationalservice.gov

CNCS Mississippi State Program Office
CNCS State Program Offices are federal offices located in almost every state. They conduct public outreach and program support, 
and administer Senior Corps and AmeriCorps VISTA projects. www.nationalservice.gov/about/role_impact/state_profiles.asp

CNCS National Civilian Community Corps Southern Regional Campus (NCCC) 
AmeriCorps NCCC is built on the belief that civic responsibility is an inherent duty of all citizens and that national service programs 
work effectively with local communities to address pressing needs. It is a full-time, team-based residential program for men and 
women ages 18-24. Members are assigned to one of five campuses across the country. Mississippi is proud to host one of these 
campuses in Vicksburg, whose members serve at various nonprofit, faith-based and government host sites across the Southern 
Region (which includes Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Virginia and West Virginia). www.americorps.gov/about/programs/nccc.asp

Directors of Volunteers in Agencies (DOVIA)
DOVIA Mississippi is a networking group of professionals who meet monthly to discuss volunteerism topics of all types. DOVIA efforts 
provide volunteer managers with the tools they need to do their jobs better. Additionally, this organization provides a focal point, 
forum, and conduit for communication, cooperation, and action among those interested and concerned about community and 
volunteer services, including volunteer administration. www.doviams.org

Mississippi Center for Nonprofits (MCN)
MCN is the state’s only nonprofit resource center, which strengthens the capacity of nonprofits to serve the people and communities 
of Mississippi. For the thousands of nonprofit organizations across the state, MCN is the primary source of management training, 
technical information, advice, answers, coaching, and connection to vital resources. www.msnonprofits.org

Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) 
MDE strives to create a world-class education system that gives Mississippi students the knowledge and skills that will allow them to 
be successful in college and the workforce. MDE also provides leadership through the development of policy and accountability 
systems so that all students are prepared to compete in a global community. www.mde.k12.ms.us

Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (MEMA)
MEMA provides the most effective preparation and use of the state and nation’s manpower, resources, and facilities for dealing with 
any disaster or emergency, or both. MEMA offers mutual aid among municipalities and counties of the state, other states, and the 
federal government with respect to carrying out emergency management functions and responsibilities, and provides the means to 
assist in the prevention and mitigation of emergencies. www.msema.org

Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning (IHL)
IHL provides guidance and management for the public universities of Mississippi. These institutions include the eight public 
universities, which includes the University of Mississippi Medical Center, ten off-campus centers, and various other locations 
throughout the state. More than 70,000 students are currently pursuing academic degrees within the IHL System. Its goal is to create 
an academic environment which allows students to receive a quality education, one that will equip them to contribute to the 
workforce and to be responsible citizens, as well as enhance their overall quality of life. IHL strives to make educational opportunities 
accessible and affordable for all who choose a Mississippi university. www.mississippi.edu

Mississippi Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (MSVOAD)
MSVOAD is a membership of organizations active in disaster response throughout the state. MSVOAD brings together these 
organizations to foster more effective service to the people of Mississippi affected by disaster through communication, coordination, 
cooperation, collaboration, convening mechanisms, outreach and advocacy. www.msvoad.org

Partners in Service
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Barksdale Reading Center     University of Mississippi
TL Wallace   Mississippi Power Company    Matthews, Cutrer & Lindsay, P.A.

Stuart Kellogg    Jobs for Mississippi Graduates

Connect 1 Summit

Tri-State VOAD Conference

GIVE Awards

Adventists Community Services      American Red Cross      Baton Rouge Area Foundation      Contact USA

HOPE Animal Assisted Crisis Response (AACR)      Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service   

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance      The Salvation Army

The Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service 
would like to thank the partners and sponsors who make our 

work possible and share in our success.
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Financial Statement
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RevenueRevenue

Federal Funds ■ $7,473,998

Private & Local ■ $3,570,958

State Appropriations ■ $360,000

Total Revenue $11,404,946

ExpendituresExpenditures

Program Grants ■ $9,901,123

Salaries ■ $920,414

Services & Utilities ■ $321,093

Supplies ■ $148,235

Staff & Board Travel ■ $106,870

Equipment ■ $7,211

Total Expenditures $11,404,946

66%

3%

31%

87%
8%

3%

1%

1%
0.1%

Program Grants by FocusProgram Grants by Focus

Education ■ $8,901,790

Healthy Futures ■ $720,343

Opportunity ■ $200,862

Veterans ■ $78,128

Total Program Grants $9,901,123

Program  
Grants

Federal
Funds

90%

7%

2%
1%

Education

Volunteerism and national service aren’t just good deeds or good ideas: they’re good investments for 
Mississippi. Each dollar allocated by the state legislature to MCVS in 2011 yielded a return of $60 through 
federal investment in our state by CNCS, including support for MCVS administration, program development 
and training, and disability inclusion; AmeriCorps State, NCCC, and VISTA national service programs; the 
Volunteer Generation Fund; Learn & Serve America; and Senior Corps. 

Of the $11,404,946 total agency budget, MCVS awarded program grants totaling $9,901,123 in 2011. At just 
13% of total agency funding, our operational budget supports administrative oversight of AmeriCorps State 
and Volunteer Generation Fund grants, program training and technical assistance, disability inclusion resources 
and ADA reasonable accommodations for all Mississippi national service programs, and emergency volunteer 
operations. At $360,000, the State of Mississippi shouldered just 3% of the MCVS budget. 

The value of national service in Mississippi communities is reflected in the significant investment—nearly $3.6 
million, over 30% of the MCVS total budget—put forth by local organizations and agencies to match federal 
national service dollars. MCVS prides itself on fiscal responsibility and accountability, with 87% of the MCVS 
budget directly infused back into programs throughout Mississippi. 

Over 90% of all 2011 AmeriCorps State funding was invested into programs bolstering education. Through 
MCVS initiatives, just $360,000 in state dollars were leveraged to secure a federal investment of $8.9 million in 
Mississippi education and nearly $1 million in healthy futures, opportunity, and veterans focused programs.
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It is with great solemnity that we announce the passing of 
our great friend, Ruth Hand Wilson: a MCVS Founding 
Board Member, paragon of civic engagement, and “mother 
of volunteerism in Mississippi.” She died as she lived, 
surrounded by her loving friends and family in Jackson.

Ruth began her service to Mississippi as the first African-
American director of a statewide office, the Governor’s 
Office of Voluntary Citizen Participation. The office 
developed and carried out initiatives designed to help more 
than 500 service programs to promote the optimum 
utilization of volunteers. Ruth continued this work under 
three more administrations. During this 15-year period, more 
than 10,000 Mississippians participated in over 250 Town 
Meetings designed to bring communities together to 
discuss and create plans to address social conditions. Her 
efforts brought, for the first time, an official and organized 
effort for the cause of volunteerism in our state. 

She founded the state’s first and only Corporate Volunteer Council and actively promoted corporate 
responsibility and community involvement. An engaged member of the Mount Wade Missionary 
Baptist Church, she wrote grants to strengthen her church’s connection to the community by 
formalizing tutoring and leadership development programs. Ruth continued to find ways to heal 
communities. In partnership with the Mississippi 
Department of Labor, she hosted and promoted 
programs involving the status and needs of women 
in our state. “Women 2000” examined the role of 
women—of all races and backgrounds—in U.S. 
society. Her tireless work to raise awareness for the 
mentally ill resulted in major fund raising to build a 
crisis center for the Jackson Metro area.

In her notable life, Ruth worked with Mt. Wade 
Missionary Baptist Church, Hinds County Mental 
Health Commission, Central Mississippi Planning 
and Development District Agency on Aging, 
Mississippi Center for Nonprofits, and numerous other organizations promoting the public good. 
Ruth’s commitment to Mississippi communities was recognized in 2005 by President George W. 
Bush, as she was presented with the Presidential Volunteer Service Award Pin.

The Celtic saying, “We all warm ourselves by fires that we did not build and we drink from wells that 
we did not dig” truly applies to Ruth Hand Wilson and her legacy and vision for volunteerism and 
service to community. Mississippi is a much better place for her presence, and citizens are and will 
continue to be indebted to her.

“If there are answers—and there are—to 
the American dream of finding solutions 
to society’s problems, the basic 
approach must be one of bringing 
together massive citizen resources—
material and human—to coincide with 
massive human needs.”

Ruth Hand Wilson

Ruth Hand Wilson
Mississippi’s “Mother of Volunteerism”

A Tribute by MCVS Executive Director Emeritus Marsha Meeks Kelly

In Grateful Remembrance 
Ruth Hand Wilson (1917-2011)
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This publication is available online at www.mcvs.org.

"We celebrate the priceless Mississippians who have shown time and again that their spirit 
of volunteerism is without equal. Whether the need is in a faith-based organization, 
educational program, or civic association, our citizens are ready to step in and give 
whatever support is necessary to get the job done. Volunteerism is able to bridge social, 
economic and cultural differences, bringing us all closer together." 

First Lady Marsha Barbour, MCVS Honorary Chair


