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OUR MISSION:

The Mississippi Commission on Judicial Performance was created in 1979 by the
Mississippi Legislature and the voters of the State of Mississippi by constitutional amendment. 
The Commission enforces standards of judicial conduct, inquires into judicial disability and
conduct, protects the public from judicial misconduct and disabled judges, and protects the
judiciary from unfounded allegations.  Our purpose is to be rehabilitative and educational as well
as disciplinary.

COMPLAINTS:

A. Summary of Complaints

In calendar year 2013, the Commission received 255 new complaints against Mississippi
judges. During that same period 12 formal proceedings were initiated. The number of complaints
requiring investigations remained fairly consistent with prior years. Also, as in years past, 
several hundred additional inquiries were received concerning the judicial system, interpretation
of the Code of Judicial Conduct, and how to file a complaint. 

B. Statistical Summary

Source of Complaints 

1980-
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Litigants 5569 231 237 220 197
Citizens    838   11   12   17   36
Attorneys    273   13   13     5   11
Law Enforcement   187     3     4     3     6
MCJP   138     3     3     4     1
Public Officials      99     0     0     0     3
Judges      46     0     1      1     1
Other         29     1     0     3     0

                                      
Total 7179 262 270 253 255
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Number of Complaints Against Judges

1980-
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Justice Court Judges 3021 111   81  104   92
Circuit Court Judges 1392   37   61    49   59
Chancellors 1421   56   46    46   45
Municipal Court Judges   662   27   36          28   30
County Court Judges   362   15   21    12   11
Supreme Court Judges   188     2     9      0     4
Administrative Judges     22     0     1      1     2
Court of Appeals     20     1     1      3     0
Other     91   13   14    10   12

                                      
Total 7179 262 270  253 255

Disposition 

1980-
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Unfounded / Without Merit 3255 161 175  162 132
Matter of Appellate Review 2712   66   75    73   81
Informal Disposition   517   17   10    12   13
Public-Formal Complaint   537   11     6      2   12
Judge Removed, Resigned or
Retired During Commission 
Investigation    40     0     0      0     0
Inactive Status Subject to
Reconsideration    32     0     0      0     0
Lack of Jurisdiction    48     4     0      0     0
Private Admonishment    38     3     4      3     0
Pending      1   17

                                                
Total 7179  262  270   253 255
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C. Disciplinary Recommendations

During 2013, the Commission filed four recommendations for discipline with the
Mississippi Supreme Court. These cases are now matters of public record and are reported here
without violating the constitutional requirement of confidentiality.

(1) Inquiry Concerning a Judge Nos. 2010-181/197.   The Commission recommended that
a Chancery Court Judge be publicly reprimanded, fined $2500.00 and assessed costs in
the amount of $200.00 for abusing his contempt powers, failing to recuse himself from
contempt proceedings and preventing the contempt defendants from being able to present
a defense.  (Sup Ct. No. 2013-JP-00496; December 5, 2013)

(2) Inquiry Concerning a Judge No. 2011-168.   The Commission recommended that a
Circuit Court Judge be publicly reprimanded and assessed costs.  The Supreme Court
adopted that recommendation, but added a $500.00 fine. The judge failed to disclose a
conflict to the parties in a civil lawsuit and failed to rule on counsel’s motion to recuse
filed after discovery of the conflict.  (Sup Ct. No. 2013-JP-00776; October 3, 2013)

(3) Inquiry Concerning a Judge No. 2011-223.  The Commission recommended that a
Youth Court Referee be removed from office and assessed costs for abuse of contempt
powers, denial of due process and lack of judicial temperament.  The matter is pending
before the Supreme Court.  (Sup Ct. No. 2013-JP-01400)

(4) Inquiry Concerning a Judge No. 2012-066.  The Commission recommended that a
Justice Court Judge be publicly reprimanded and assessed costs of $200.00 regarding a
verbal altercation the judge engaged in with a probation officer outside the courtroom in a
public area.  The Supreme Court agreed with the recommendation, but added a fine in the
sum of $1,000.00.  (Sup Ct. No. 2013-JP-00743; September 19, 2013)
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