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OUR MISSION:

The Mississippi Commission on Judicial Performance was created in 1979 by the
Mississippi Legislature and the voters of the State of Mississippi by constitutional amendment. 
The Commission enforces standards of judicial conduct, inquires into judicial disability and
conduct, protects the public from judicial misconduct and disabled judges, and protects the
judiciary from unfounded allegations.  Our purpose is to be rehabilitative and educational as well
as disciplinary.

COMPLAINTS:

A. Summary of Complaints

In calendar year 2010, the Commission received 262 new complaints against Mississippi
judges. During that same period 16 formal proceedings were initiated. The number of complaints
requiring investigations remained fairly consistent with prior years. Also, as in years past, 
several hundred additional inquiries were received concerning the judicial system, interpretation
of the Code of Judicial Conduct, and how to file a complaint. 

B. Statistical Summary

Source of Complaints 

1980-
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Litigants 4827 203 261 276 231
Citizens    752   35   25   26   12
Attorneys    227   12   23   11   13
Law Enforcement   172     6     2     7     3
MCJP   116     5     6   11     3
Public Officials      86     5     3     5     0
Judges      42     2     2     0     0
Dept. of Audit      29     0     0     0     0

                                      
Total 5947 268 322 337 262
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Number of Complaints Against Judges

1980-
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Justice Court Judges 2689   96  96 140 111
Circuit Court Judges 1201   58  67   66   37
Chancellors 1247   52  60   62   56
Municipal Court Judges   576   33  23   30   27
County Court Judges   300   19  28   15   15
Supreme Court Judges   147     3  36     2     2
Administrative Judges     16     0    1       5     0
Court of Appeals       6     3    5     6     1
Other     70     4    6   11   13

                                      
Total 6252  268 322 337 262

Disposition 

1980-
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Unfounded or Without Merit 2898   95 101 133 155
Matter of Appellate Review 2297 132 164 118   66
Informal Disposition   452   17   22   15   15
Formal Complaint Initiated   457   13   31   26   16
Judge Removed, Resigned or
Retired During Commission 
Investigation    38     1     0     1     0
Inactive Status Subject to
Reconsideration    32     0     0     0     0
Lack of Jurisdiction    37     0     1     1     4
Private Admonishment    21     7     6     4     6

                                                
Total 6232  265  325  298  262

(Discrepancies in totals may result from pending complaints and multiple sources, types
of judges and/or subject matter in several complaints. Multiple complaints against individual
judges arising from a specific case or containing the same allegations are filed as one complaint.)
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C. Disciplinary Recommendations

During 2010, the Commission filed 8 recommendations for discipline with the
Mississippi Supreme Court. These 8 cases are now matters of public record and are reported here
without violating the constitutional requirement of confidentiality.

(1) Inquiry Concerning a Judge No. 2009-042/043.   The Commission recommended that a
Chancellor be publically reprimanded and assessed costs for abusing his subpoena power
by issuing subpoenas to two county supervisors to appear before him and answer
questions about their discussions with the news media. (Sup Ct. No. 2010-JP-00871)

(2) Inquiry Concerning a Judge No. 2009-044.  The Commission recommended that a
Justice Court Judge be removed from office and assessed costs for improperly touching a
female litigant in a sexual manner and offering to reduce a fine amount in exchange for
sexual favors. (Sup Ct. No. 2010-JP-01082)

(3) Inquiries Concerning a Judge Nos. 2008-274 and 2010-086.   The Commission
recommended that a County Court Judge be publicly reprimanded, fined $1,000.00
dollars and assessed costs for engaging in improper ex parte communications with
litigants, holding hearings and entering orders without proper notice to all parties and
abusing his contempt power by wrongfully incarcerating litigants in civil cases. (Sup Ct.
No. 2010-JP-01387)

(4) Inquiries Concerning a Judge Nos. 2009-144/234/235/270/326.  The Commission
recommended that a Justice Court Judge be publically reprimanded, suspended from
office without pay for thirty days and assessed costs for presiding over a criminal matter
involving her nephew, mishandling felony matters, engaging in improper ex parte
communication and ordering defendants to attend church as a condition of bond. (Sup Ct.
No. 2010-JP-01435)

(5) Inquiry Concerning a Judge No.  2009-151.  The Commission recommended that a
Justice Court Judge be publically reprimanded, fined $500.00 and assessed costs for
ticket-fixing.  (Sup Ct. No. 2010-JP-01505)

(6) Inquiry Concerning a Judge No. 2009-070.  The Commission recommended that a
Justice Court Judge be publically reprimanded, suspended from office without pay for
sixty days and assessed costs for improper ex parte communication with a criminal
defendant, lending inappropriate assistance to the defendant during that defendant’s
incarceration and making statements from the bench reflecting a personal relationship
with the defendant. (Sup Ct. No. 2010-JP-01903)

(7) Inquiry Concerning a Judge No. 2010-045.  The Commission recommended that a
Justice Court Judge be publically reprimanded, suspended from office without pay for
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ninety days and assessed costs for multiple counts of DUI ticket-fixing. (Sup Ct. No.
2010-JP-01944)

(8) Inquiry Concerning a Judge No. 2010-216.  The Commission recommended that a
Chancellor be publically reprimanded and assessed costs for abusing his contempt power
by incarcerating a person who refused to join the Chancellor in reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance. (Sup Ct. No. 2010-JP-01954)


